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Empowering Girls in Rural Bangladesh
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Fieldwork: Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA)
Location: Barisal division, Bangladesh
Sample: 460 villages with approximately 45,000
adolescent girls
Timeline:
2007 to 2015
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Bangladesh Development Society (BDS)
Save the Children USA
International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie)
National Institutes of Health (NIH)
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economic empowerment of adolescent girls.
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Détails de l'intervention: Researchers are cooperating with
Cadre de l'évaluation: When it comes to education, social

the Bangladesh office of Save the Children USA to implement

mobility, and marriage choices, adolescent girls in

a broad range of interventions, aimed at empowering
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and ICF International. Accessed March 21,

460 target villages, 307 villages have been randomly selected

2017. https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR311/FR311.pdf

to receive one of four intervention packages. The remaining
villages will serve as the comparison group. The four
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intervention packages are:

Menarche, and Female Schooling Attainment in

Field, Erica and Attila Ambrus. 2008. “Early Marriage, Age of

Bangladesh.” Journal of Political Economy 116 (5): 881-930.
1. Basic Package: This package provides literacy and
numeracy training for illiterate girls, as well as study
support and educational mentoring for school-going
girls. It also provides social competency training, which
includes information on health, rights, and general
negotiation and social skills.
2. Livelihoods Package: This package complements the
Basic package with additional sessions on financial
livelihood readiness. Rather than providing direct
vocational training, these sessions build entrepreneurial
and budgeting skills that are applicable to a wide
variety of financial opportunities in the community.
3. Full Package: This package includes all the sessions of
the Livelihood package, but adds a direct incentive to
delay marriage until the legal age of 18 years old. All
girls in targeted villages, between 15 and 17 years old,
will be eligible to receive approximately 16 liters of
cooking oil per year, on the condition that they remain
unmarried. This amount surpasses the financial cost
associated with delaying marriage that families must
pay in the form of dowry.
4. Delayed Marriage Package: This package provides only
the incentives to delay marriage, as described above,
without any peer-led sessions in the communities. As
such, it will allow researchers to disentangle the effects
of direct conditional incentives from changes in
attitudes and skills.
Résultats et conclusions politiques: Results forthcoming.
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