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Context of the Evaluation: The introduction of free primary
education in Kenya in 2003 prompted a large influx of pupils

Details of the Intervention: The program was launched in
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entered into a lottery to determine if they would receive a
vocational training voucher worth up to approximately
US$325, an amount sufficient to fully, or almost fully, cover
the tuition costs for most private vocational education
programs and government-run rural village polytechnics.
Among the voucher winners, a randomly selected half
received vouchers that could be used only in government
supported public vocational training institutes, while the
other half received unrestricted vouchers that could be used
in either public centers or in the local private vocational
training sector. Once winners were informed of which type
of voucher they were eligible for, these young adults were
able to access the tuition voucher, greatly reducing the cost
(close to zero) of vocational education. The impact evaluation
tracks these individuals (both voucher winners and nonwinners) over time to evaluate take-up of vocational
education, and its impacts on labor market and other life
outcomes. The division of the treatment group into those
with restricted versus unrestricted vouchers, combined with
detailed panel data collection of individuals and institutions,
will allow researchers to estimate the additional labor
market returns of having access to the private vocational
training sector.
Results and Policy Lessons: Results forthcoming.
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