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38. Esther Duflo

for putting hard numbers to a bleeding-heart pursuit.

ECONOMIST, MIT | CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

"Imagine you have a few million dollars that you've raised.… You want to spend it on the poor. How do you go about it?" Esther Duflo, a French native who heads the Massachusetts

Institute of Technology's Poverty Action Lab, asked in a talk this year. Her pathbreaking research aims to put hard numbers behind such decisions, identifying the most cost-effective

ways to fight endemic problems such as poverty and malnutrition.

Now Duflo is trying to ensure that those ideas are put into practice. After teaming up with several colleagues to show that treating children for intestinal worms dramatically improves

school attendance, her MIT lab helped launch Deworm the World, an NGO that has worked to raise money to treat 3.6 million children in Kenya. She has also devised a number of

innovative methods to overcome people's natural tendency to procrastinate -- for example, providing time-limited discounts on fertilizer purchases to local farmers. By focusing on what

works, Duflo is proving that the dismal science still has some relevance in the real world.

Reading List: Imperial Life in the Emerald City, by Rajiv Chandrasekaran; Summertime, by J.M. Coetzee.

Kindle or iPad? Books, so far.

39. Mohamed Nasheed

for putting a face -- his own -- on the peril of climate change.

PRESIDENT | MALDIVES

In October 2009, shortly before the Copenhagen climate negotiations went bust, Mohamed Nasheed and a dozen of his cabinet ministers strapped on scuba tanks and wet suits and

convened at an underwater conference table near the capital city of Malé. Communicating by hand signals, they signed a declaration calling on countries to cut their carbon

emissions. Afterward, Nasheed was asked what would happen if they didn't. "We are going to die," he said.

Since taking office two years ago, Nasheed, a 43-year-old former human rights activist, has become the world's most environmentally outspoken president. He has made his tiny country --

a string of atolls in the Indian Ocean that sits an average of just 7 feet above sea level -- a poster child for the need to stop global warming. Last year he vowed to set a symbolic example by

making the Maldives the world's first carbon-neutral country within a decade. Now he's accusing the United States of being the biggest obstacle to fighting climate change, calling for

"'60s-style catalystic, dynamic street action."

"If the people in the U.S. wish to change," he told a British audience, "it can happen."

Read more: Nasheed talks to FP about battling climate change and saving his country from going under.

40. Abdolkarim Soroush

for driving a stake through the dark heart of Iran's theocracy.

RELIGIOUS SCHOLAR | WASHINGTON

Speaking in London a decade ago, a then-obscure Iranian religious philosopher predicted that, along with the "red discourse" of the left and the "black discourse" of tyranny, a "green

discourse" that embraced democracy and pluralism would rise in Iran. Abdolkarim Soroush could hardly have known then that the protesters who shook the Islamic Republic to its core in

June 2009 would adopt not only the substance of his program, but also its name. But as the amorphous Green Movement struggles to make its voice heard against extraordinary

repression, Soroush has been at the forefront of efforts to define its message, helping write an ambitious 10-point manifesto for it.
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