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RETRACTION

Editorial retraction
Marcia McNutt

Author Affiliations

Science, with the concurrence of author Donald P. Green, is
retracting the 12 December 2014 Report “When contact changes
minds: An experiment on transmission of support for gay
equality” by LaCour and Green (1).

The reasons for retracting the paper are as follows: (i) Survey
incentives were misrepresented. To encourage participation in
the survey, respondents were claimed to have been given cash
payments to enroll, to refer family and friends, and to complete
multiple surveys. In correspondence received from Michael J.
LaCour’s attorney, he confirmed that no such payments were
made. (ii) The statement on sponsorship was false. In the Report,
LaCour acknowledged funding from the Williams Institute, the
Ford Foundation, and the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr. Fund. Per
correspondence from LaCour’s attorney, this statement was not
true.

In addition to these known problems, independent researchers have noted certain statistical
irregularities in the responses (2). LaCour has not produced the original survey data from which
someone else could independently confirm the validity of the reported findings.

Michael J. LaCour does not agree to this Retraction.
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