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India is a great example of what not to do, suggests Professor Karthik Muralidharan of the University of California, San
Diego, a leading researcher on what works – and what does not work – in education in developing countries.

Seems strange when you consider Indians head up some of the biggest companies on the planet, including Google, Microsoft
and Pepsi. But Muralidharan says these high achievers show up the weaknesses in India’s education system.

“The history of education in developing countries has not been about how to educate whole populations but how to channel
those who are smart,” he told me in a CGD Podcast, recorded earlier this year.

The result is that many students stay in school for only a short time.

“[Kids] are dropping out not because they don’t want an education. They’re dropping out because they’re learning nothing,”
he says starkly.

Muralidharan’s work, and that of other researchers, finds many problems with the received wisdom of how to improve levels
of learning among schoolchildren. Smaller class sizes? Fail. Buy more textbooks? Fail. Hire more teachers, train them better,
pay them more? Fail, fail, fail.

CGD is working in this area too, with Senior Fellows Lant Pritchett and Justin Sandefur taking a lead role on the RISE
program to measure the quality of education in developing countries.

So, what does work? Watch the clip of our podcast below to hear Muralidharan’s one key piece of advice for policymakers. Or
you can check out the full video here.
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Muralidharan doesn’t seem too downcast about education. The Millennium Development Goals have seen a lot of progress
in education in developing countries, he tells me. But the measurable outcomes of the MDGs – such as getting more children
into school – have not been reflected in actual improvements in what children are learning.

“The default of putting more resources into schools is not working because the two key ingredients are missing: pedagogy
and governance,” he says, by which he means how the resources pumped into schools are actually being used, and how
education systems are held accountable and rewarded for performance.

From these principles, Muralidharan offers some rules of thumb:

Textbooks are usually written by elites and only benefit the best students,

Extra teaching for struggling students works if you throw away the textbook and focus on where the child is at, and

Teachers need to feel rewarded for good work in helping students improve.

Muralidharan does have positive comments about de-worming, the subject of the recent #wormwars social media frenzy,
which CGD wrote about here. He describes it as small-scale with big impact – some good news in the otherwise checkered
landscape of education interventions.

RELATED POSTS: 
Around the World in 38 Days - For Education Systems Research
The RISE World Tour: What We’ve Been Reading on Education Systems (Education Links)
Great Gatsby Revisited: How Inequality Explains Learning Outcomes around the World
What Next for Global Education Research? Twenty-Five of the Best Ideas We Could Find
Schooling Ain't Learning, and Learning Assessments (Alone) Ain't Reform

Authors:

Rajesh Mirchandani

Comments

VIEW PROFILE

http://www.cgdev.org/expert/rajesh-mirchandani
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/mapping-worm-wars-what-public-should-take-away-scientific-debate-about-mass-deworming
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/around-world-38-days-education-systems-research
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/rise-world-tour-what-weve-been-reading-education-systems
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/great-gatsby-curve-younger-and-poorer-how-inequality-explains-learning-outcomes-around-world
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/what-next-global-education-research-twenty-five-best-ideas-we-could-find
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/schooling-aint-learning-and-learning-assessments-alone-aint-reform
http://www.cgdev.org/expert/rajesh-mirchandani


8/20/15 9:30 AMWhy Kids Are Dropping Out of School and What Works in Education – Podcast with Karthik Muralidharan | Center For Global Development

Page 3 of 3http://www.cgdev.org/blog/why-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan

Obama Strikes the Right Tone in Africa
1 comment • 20 days ago

Frank Vogl — Yes, Obama did get it right in
Africa. And, on the same day - July 28 - when
the US president was boldly arguing …

SDG Negotiations Round 3: Indicators
1 comment • 2 days ago

Ross Bailey — A very good article Casey. Just
a couple of comments/additions. 1. Member
states just adopted the SDG …

DFID’s “Energy Africa” Campaign Launch:
Three Fast Facts, One Bad Idea, and at …
7 comments • a month ago

am — https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/... Hardly a
definitive document for professional
researchers but a useful summary though …

How Much Do We Really Know about
Multinational Tax Avoidance and How …
7 comments • a month ago

Vijaya Ramachandran — We would like to
make some additional points on the IMF
estimates (Crivelli, DeMooij and Keen, …

ALSO ON CENTER FOR GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT

0 Comments Center For Global Development  Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your sited Privacy%

 Recommend

http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fobama-strikes-right-tone-africa%3A8LNg5QGhlpWWgsu-BFwNk75bA-0&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3990388460&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fobama-strikes-right-tone-africa%3A8LNg5QGhlpWWgsu-BFwNk75bA-0&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3990388460&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fsdg-negotiations-round-3-indicators%3A19oLNSkd4iXBhCbvE9u_hTMC-YE&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=4044256406&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fsdg-negotiations-round-3-indicators%3A19oLNSkd4iXBhCbvE9u_hTMC-YE&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=4044256406&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fdfid%25E2%2580%2599s-%25E2%2580%259Cenergy-africa%25E2%2580%259D-campaign-launch-three-fast-facts-one-bad-idea-and-least-one-way-forward%3A1JtM3BdOkWeAD6qI_vh9DjtrpfE&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3963174870&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fdfid%25E2%2580%2599s-%25E2%2580%259Cenergy-africa%25E2%2580%259D-campaign-launch-three-fast-facts-one-bad-idea-and-least-one-way-forward%3A1JtM3BdOkWeAD6qI_vh9DjtrpfE&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3963174870&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fhow-much-do-we-really-know-about-multinational-tax-avoidance-and-how-much-it-really-worth%3AHE1ch9PBXsxZR-imEIz-9BaXdF8&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3928115543&zone=thread&area=discovery
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cgdev.org%2Fblog%2Fhow-much-do-we-really-know-about-multinational-tax-avoidance-and-how-much-it-really-worth%3AHE1ch9PBXsxZR-imEIz-9BaXdF8&imp=pkjo0349adle&prev_imp&forum_id=2186296&forum=cgddrupal&thread_id=4041940016&thread=3928115543&zone=thread&area=discovery
https://disqus.com/home/forums/cgddrupal/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=b6309fc456ecb7da3983af4fb90a7c92&f=cgddrupal&t_i=node%2F3123360&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcgdev.org.488elwb02.blackmesh.com%2Fblog%2Fwhy-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan&t_e=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_d=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_t=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&s_o=default#
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=b6309fc456ecb7da3983af4fb90a7c92&f=cgddrupal&t_i=node%2F3123360&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcgdev.org.488elwb02.blackmesh.com%2Fblog%2Fwhy-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan&t_e=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_d=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_t=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&s_o=default#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=b6309fc456ecb7da3983af4fb90a7c92&f=cgddrupal&t_i=node%2F3123360&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcgdev.org.488elwb02.blackmesh.com%2Fblog%2Fwhy-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan&t_e=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_d=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_t=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&s_o=default#
https://disqus.com/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=b6309fc456ecb7da3983af4fb90a7c92&f=cgddrupal&t_i=node%2F3123360&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcgdev.org.488elwb02.blackmesh.com%2Fblog%2Fwhy-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan&t_e=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_d=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_t=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&s_o=default#
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=cgddrupal&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=b6309fc456ecb7da3983af4fb90a7c92&f=cgddrupal&t_i=node%2F3123360&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fcgdev.org.488elwb02.blackmesh.com%2Fblog%2Fwhy-kids-are-dropping-out-school-and-what-works-education-podcast-karthik-muralidharan&t_e=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_d=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&t_t=Why%20Kids%20Are%20Dropping%20Out%20of%20School%20and%20What%20Works%20in%20Education%20%E2%80%93%20Podcast%20with%20Karthik%20Muralidharan&s_o=default#

