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Tutoring seen closing math gap
By Bill Smith on March 28, 2016 - 11:36am
Jonathan Guryan
A Northwestern University researcher, speaking at a forum in
Washington today, argues that an intensive tutoring program tested in
Chicago could be scaled up to yield dramatic gains in student
performance nationwide without requiring additional government
funding.
Jonathan Guryan, a fellow at Northwestern's Institute for Policy
Research, says the Match Education (http://www.matcheducation.org/) tutoring program, now
delivered by SAGA Innovations (http://sagainnovations.org/) , was shown to add up to two years
of learning in math (http://www.hamiltonproject.org/papers
/improving_academic_outcomes_for_disadvantaged_students_scaling_up_individua) over a single school
year for struggling high school students.
Guryan suggests using existing federal Title I funds to pay for the program.
The impact of the program was evaluated (http://news.uchicago.edu/article/2015/02/02/findingsreinforce-use-targeted-tutoring-benefit-disadvantaged-cps-students) by Guryan and faculty from the
University of Chicago..
The key insight behind the proposal, he says, is that intensive, personalized tutorial instruction can
be delivered at a manageable cost, with no additional government spending, by recognizing that
tutoring is a task that is fundamentally different from regular classroom teaching.
The program uses tutoring fellows (http://sagainnovations.org/apply-now/saga-fellows/) -- rather than
regular classroom teachers -- to deliver the additional coaching, SAGA says the fellows include
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recent college graduates, career changers and recent retirees.
The session in Washington is organized by The Hamilton Project at the Brookings Institution.
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Chamber of Commerce (http://evchamber.com)
City of Evanston (http://cityofevanston.org)
Downtown Evanston (http://downtownevanston.org)
Evanston 311 (http://iframe.publicstuff.com/#?client_id=529)
Evanston High School (http://www.eths.k12.il.us/)
Evanston Public Library (http://epl.org)
School District 65 (http://district65.net)
Visitors Bureau (http://cnscvb.com/)
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