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In 2014, although over 96 percent of Indian children between the ages of 6 and 14 were enrolled in school, 52 percent of fifth-

standard children could not read at the grade level, and 75 percent of those studying in third standard could not solve a two-digit

subtraction problem.

Cover Story

In this Issue

820 178

CURRENT ISSUE VANTAGE ARCHIVE REPORTING & ESSAYS OPINIONS BOOKS ARTS FICTION & POETRY

SUBSCRIBE

Teaching at the Right Level: The New Education Policy - The Caravan http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/teaching-right-level-new-educat...

1 of 4 6/7/2016 4:01 PM



Embed View on Twitter

40m

3/3 @fispahani @USAforPAK @Benazir_Shah

@thecaravanindia ..Chrmn CII. Alas, PPP Govt 

remvd him & handed CII over to Sheerani for petty 

gains

2/3 @fispahani @USAforPAK @Benazir_Shah

@thecaravanindia Women's Protection bill I had

Ismail Jilani

@Ismail_Jilani

Ismail Jilani

@Ismail_Jilani

Teaching at the Right Level: The New Education Policy - The Caravan http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/teaching-right-level-new-educat...

2 of 4 6/7/2016 4:01 PM



2 THOUGHTS ON “TEACHING AT THE RIGHT LEVEL: THE GOVERNMENT’S NEW EDUCATION POLICY MUST INCLUDE
SOLUTIONS TO TEACH STUDENTS BASICS”

Teaching at the Right Level: The New Education Policy - The Caravan http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/teaching-right-level-new-educat...

3 of 4 6/7/2016 4:01 PM



Tara

May 28, 2016 at 7:20 pm

Has the programme been sustained in Haryana?
what were the numbers of schools and/or pupil whio were part
of the experiment in Gujarat and Bihar?
There are children with different learning abilities in every
classroom in every country, how do they deal this?
what is the proof that this the J-pal pratham experiment is “cost-
effective solution” when it is taken to scale?

Gautam Patel

June 3, 2016 at 10:40 pm

Dear Tara, it is good to see your questions. The programme
was not continued in Haryana for a number of reasons,
however the Goverment of Gujarat is moving to the 3rd year,
and in Andhra Pradesh the 2nd year. In Gujarat this year
around 54,000 children were covered, and in Andhra Pradesh
52,000 children. In the next year of scale-up we should see
these numbers of children multiplied.
Yes, classrooms do have children with a wide range of abilities
and the TaRL methodology deals with this by grouping children
by their learning-level across classes III, IV and V, to solve the
problem, and allow teaching to be at the right level for the
children.
The TaRL methodology is cost-effective as the resources
required include a kit of teaching and learning material of
around Rs.1000-2000 per school (for one school year), the
teacher training is integrated as part of regular training, and the
mentoring support structure is already in place in some states
(the Cluster Resource Centre Coordinators in Gujarat, or
Cluster Resource Persons in Jharkhand, etc). We’re keen see
to further integration of the evidence-based elements of the
model with existing systems of government, as this will allow
scale-up to reach state-wide, where as a resource-intense
model would be costly to reach to the millions of children in
India that need a pedagogy approach that guarantees they
learn the basics soon.
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