
Medicaid expansion increases voter turnout: What that means
for 2020
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When states expand Medicaid coverage, it’s almost intrinsically linked to higher voter turnout.

That’s according to a new study published in November that found, based on the e�ects of a

randomized Medicaid expansion in Oregon, voter turnout was higher in the November 2008

election for people who had won coverage through the state’s lottery system. That increase,

however, petered out by the 2010 midterm election.

“I think this contributes a substantial piece of evidence supporting the idea that when you

expand Medicaid coverage, at least in the short term, people are more likely to come out and

vote,” said Katherine Baicker, a co-author of the report and the dean of the University of

Chicago Harris School of Public Policy.

Given the recent statewide expansions – during Tuesday’s midterm elections that saw

Democrats gain control of the House for the first time in eight years, three traditionally red

states voted their Medicaid programs, extending coverage to an estimated 325,000 low-income

Americans – what does this mean for 2020 elections?

Sponsored By Hilton
Take Advantage Of These Exclusive Travel
O�ers

Book with Hilton for the best perks and

our price match guarantee. Find a better

price? We'll match it and give you an ex…

https://www.foxbusiness.com/person/h/megan-henney
https://www.foxbusiness.com/category/health-care
http://www.foxbusiness.com/index.html
https://economics.mit.edu/files/16308
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/medicaid-scores-big-in-utah-idaho-nebraska-voting
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fbttrack.com%2FClick%2FNative%3Fdata%3DOuJifVtEKZqw3ATn4-LzS7Pq5ocSF9k7Mj70x029bJvI04poOuKSB-m5Ny9X9-sUmM4ZKWl-gn5qlJhELnDPLimFcYMyOSQQFlI2m77XNEzqRe5R-7JCBqx1Q9xAsEldqYx9dUwQlKGMq_YQNYUkhChKcxYxVeylv0aRE6Qznar5J7l1XTIeqL32NFj85a0heypJIBuBmU8m568ZKrUndGfhfWY4nUmFKQJn8Vt89-CKexDE-4U-KgYicSLdxJ7JxQuq1APjdW3YogPeKsnCnDOKdR2AUHETl015aALVhELZZc7yYkJ6fvEFVaRHGGyJ2r9-zJ6L61UxSzE_qL6dcNdVpFMXLAiiLq02YPchRdJO1TSLKMoc_gOqqvx5ecqoniQgUw0cPB3e8rp2BBSSF__XIS2TgcDkq_axky2yJBjPxE4lMAVTfqvoaMMUs7OgAROJuATgjl2A2odBBJKaVyrWC0PRgsVboNrlBUSGpQUcBtvMiA2
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fbttrack.com%2FClick%2FNative%3Fdata%3DOuJifVtEKZqw3ATn4-LzS7Pq5ocSF9k7Mj70x029bJvI04poOuKSB-m5Ny9X9-sUmM4ZKWl-gn5qlJhELnDPLimFcYMyOSQQFlI2m77XNEzqRe5R-7JCBqx1Q9xAsEldqYx9dUwQlKGMq_YQNYUkhChKcxYxVeylv0aRE6Qznar5J7l1XTIeqL32NFj85a0heypJIBuBmU8m568ZKrUndGfhfWY4nUmFKQJn8Vt89-CKexDE-4U-KgYicSLdxJ7JxQuq1APjdW3YogPeKsnCnDOKdR2AUHETl015aALVhELZZc7yYkJ6fvEFVaRHGGyJ2r9-zJ6L61UxSzE_qL6dcNdVpFMXLAiiLq02YPchRdJO1TSLKMoc_gOqqvx5ecqoniQgUw0cPB3e8rp2BBSSF__XIS2TgcDkq_axky2yJBjPxE4lMAVTfqvoaMMUs7OgAROJuATgjl2A2odBBJKaVyrWC0PRgsVboNrlBUSGpQUcBtvMiA2


It’s a weighted question, largely because there’s only speculation about why voter turnout

increases, or how long that hike lasts, according to Baicker, who noted that the e�ect was

“particularly concentrated” in men and people who were living in Democratic-skewed counties.

“You could tell lots of di�erent stories about why that is,” she said.

Among them: Perhaps because Medicaid a�ects people’s health, more people vote if they feel

healthier. Or, it might change people’s perception about the value of public programs and the

overarching importance of the government. It could also be that people feel more financially

secure and therefore more inclined to vote.

It’s possible that voter turnout will be boosted by expansions in Utah, Nebraska and Idaho, all

of which broadened coverage of the federal and state health insurance program, a provision of

the A�ordable Care Act, to all residents whose income is less than 133 percent of the poverty

line (about $16,000 for one person, or roughly $32,700 for a family of four).

“Now how big that e�ect will be, I don’t know whether the e�ect of new coverage will persist to

2020,” she said. “It might. And we might expect it to have a disproportionate e�ect in men and

people that tend to vote Democratic, but the duration of these e�ects is really an open

question.”

Another study also found a correlation between voter turnout and Medicaid expansion –

largely because of an increase in turnout of beneficiaries of the program, and a backlash

among voters who oppose it.

"Having access to health insurance could play a role in increasing voter participation as healthy

people are much more likely to vote than unhealthy people, and insurance increases people's

financial stability, which also makes them more likely to vote,” the author, Jake Haselswerdt

said in a statement.
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