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The first cohort of DEDP master's students stand with J-PAL and DEDP faculty directors Abhijit Banerjee,
Esther Duflo, and Benjamin Olken in early 2020 at MIT. Photo: Nouf Abushehab

Celebrating the graduates of the Data, Economics,
and Development Policy (DEDP) master’s program

Congratulations to the inaugural cohort of students in the DEDP program! In January
2020, we welcomed 22 students from sixteen countries to MIT’s campus to begin the
program, though soon after, they returned home to virtual learning due to COVID-19.
After eight months of hard work, the students have graduated and are continuing to
research and implement evidence-informed policies around the world. Read more »

Responding to climate change in
Europe: The role of rigorous
evaluation

As part of the European Green Deal, Europe has set
the ambitious target of becoming the first climate-
neutral continent by 2050. With the recent launch of
J-PAL’s King Climate Action Initiative, J-PAL Europe is
committed to supporting European decision-makers’
response to climate change by collaborating with
researchers to generate rigorous evidence that can
inform the design of innovative policies and
technologies. Read more »
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INFORMING RESPONSES TO THE COVID-19 CRISIS

Foundational learning first: A joint statement

More than one billion students have been out of school due to COVID-19, exacerbating a
pre-pandemic learning crisis where millions of students were in school but not learning.
J‑PAL, along with partners the Douglas B. Marshall Jr. Family Foundation, Innovations for
Poverty Action, Pratham, Teaching at the Right Level Africa, and Young 1ove, recently
released a joint statement on the importance of foundational learning for children in
primary school during and after the pandemic. Read more »

Addressing educational inequalities in the United States

COVID-19 threatens to worsen stark opportunity gaps that persist throughout the US
education system. On our blog, J-PAL North America outlines how research can support
students, teachers, and parents adapt education practices and policies to respond to and
recover from the pandemic. Read more »

Understanding the impact of COVID-19 on agricultural
pastoralists in Kenya

Congregating in markets poses a health risk to both buyers and sellers, threatening the
livelihoods of livestock pastoralists in Kenya. With funding from the Center for Effective
Global Action and J-PAL’s Agricultural Technology Adoption Initiative, researchers are
collaborating with the International Livestock Research Institute to assess the effects of
the pandemic on this vulnerable population. Read more »
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Learn more about J-PAL’s latest response to COVID-19

FEATURED INSIGHT

Reducing the costs of saving

High costs associated with formal bank accounts are
often cited as a key obstacle for low-income
households to save in formal financial institutions.
However, a review of fourteen randomized evaluations
found that lowering the cost of opening and using a
savings account does not consistently increase
savings. Given that savings is associated with positive
welfare impacts, reducing other barriers to saving
should be a priority for financial institutions. Read
more »

FEATURED EVALUATION SUMMARY

Deworming in Kenya: Long-term
impacts

In 2004, J-PAL affiliated professors Edward Miguel
(UC Berkeley) and Michael Kremer (University of
Chicago), along with their coauthors, found that a
mass school-based deworming program in western
Kenya led to large gains in school attendance and
health outcomes. Over two decades later, they found
that deworming continues to deliver economic
benefits to those who received additional years of
treatment as children. In  Vox, the authors dig into
these results and discuss how they contribute to the
broader conversation on deworming. Read the
summary »

WELCOMING OUR NEW AFFILIATED PROFESSORS

This summer, 34 new affiliated professors joined the J-PAL network. We'll feature a few of
these new affiliates each month.
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UPCOMING AND FEATURED WEBINARS

September 22: Social Protection in the COVID-19 Era

Rema Hanna (Harvard; Scientific Director, J-PAL Southeast Asia), Benjamin A. Olken (MIT;
Director, J-PAL; Scientific Director, J-PAL Southeast Asia), and Suahasil Nazara (Deputy
Minister of Finance of Indonesia) will discuss evidence-informed insights to strengthen
social safety nets in Indonesia during COVID-19. Register now »

September 23: Celebrating the 2019 Nobel Laureates in
Economic Sciences

Co-hosted with the Center for International Development at Harvard University, Abhijit
Banerjee (MIT; Director, J-PAL), Esther Duflo (MIT; Director, J-PAL; Scientific Director,
J‑PAL South Asia), and Michael Kremer (University of Chicago) will speak on a special
session at the 12th annual Global Empowerment Meeting. Register now »

September 23: Preventing and Responding to Gender-Based
Violence in a Pandemic

Co-hosted with the Center for Global Development (CGD), this webinar features Erica
Field (Duke) and representatives from the World Bank, University of Miami, and CGD who
will share research on how the pandemic and lockdown impact gender-based violence and
actionable policies to prevent and respond to it. Register now »

Getting Girls Back to School after COVID-19

On August 6, J-PAL Africa, along with the World Bank Gender Innovation Lab and Ministry
of Education of Côte d’Ivoire, hosted a webinar to share evidence on interventions that
could encourage girls to re-enroll in school after COVID-19. Watch now (in French) »

UPCOMING EVENTS AND TRAININGS

http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d403521cd7cf5b0382de7a61bb4bf4e28e34fed345d2b8e3cf5b3e5c92ec102a7acc09053f8006ec22937b91d822b713062b
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d403c83a3106271f4d84cb2e6b054edc784a7a8021c2d362dd8f8d0d250a40af61acfac78a1e2ffc12769e9441558773c8b9
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d403e29c77f32439d1a74063d50c1112de53298e44f5652ae975c062c55bba834351dc2bb2e42271a23b2337715961b2e1df
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d40385a08e44b71f4e55edf78da21751fed01ba577183238e43bd9c9f3727e7eb6f0577a9476df8d5660b78023dab8f497b4
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d403332c70c24f6a92238b75bdbba3f8d18be6824bef40aa6df0b2e0f0efe47eda19b5db39d860776e35a7ff01f63810ed35
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c54be6be19a388535e03187a294707c72001459e3eb3baaf201fcf673e3629b2ee86fe99b22e8c0d7c80061ce66d18194cc
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c5452fa37a26f2f36fab0b6894c96fd171b558b65d256d70030191e3e1534eaeb37bffe60d85b7136fb6cbf87d5ae62dc4b
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c544d99f185ebde424ed9b6d566bea90375195a0922baa3d7b9251397e30bc4a214686926db0b94c4268a2ef7bf4933b5e6
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c5464faf9efd4793c26c47b25631e5d10081b0f2eeb3df14cb8388c47db54d4c7ae8e89b18dd8cd127e900dac56b781c24f
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c54be08410666fee650115e9e59bf673f427bfdc0053e16e9f6818ac337089591e6e08fb55b094d904614aa72c2f0444bba
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c54496a6d24c6d2d05835beb300b292e0993b9182257bc9b6bb55b0f6fd7c7d397462037c4c4314cf80fc5b3778b5062351
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=845233ad88a3d403b0739fce0b1b9fe51a10e84b9d0c3c4a2c657eba8d36b375c8a4fc36692fdc2fc82b6d21368035adaa3259e41449fd2a
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=e81c57e498921c54f98e2404c21e562f0319ae57311062978b3cb546b87e8bc38f9dc45615924efb5427a17ed651309b301ba82fb2b7e6bd
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=924334a43b6bfe09f819102ef4ce574fe257f6d964be7e307678d8639cbc8cab7deb578c70065ea7fdbe659fb66931419defda7455c9df43
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=924334a43b6bfe095620e81c22ddae2989db68b7c354e742977623b8bd0da5cbd74d41a68f0e23ecf2bf4915db203c6f6f202088c3dd54af
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=924334a43b6bfe097765616963d7c57d476de252d34142b8961fad14018a1a7be864280a24145134d53aecb57fa66474b72a876fb0db699b


Enroll now: Measuring Health
Outcomes in Field Surveys

J-PAL 350x, Measuring Health Outcomes in Field
Surveys, is now open! Enroll in this free self-paced
online course to learn best practices for conducting
rigorous global health research. Participants will learn
from public health researcher Vandana Sharma, as
she features her work in India and Kenya, and gain
practical insights on study design and measurement
through case studies and exercises. Learn more and
register »

Enroll now: Fall semester of
MicroMasters 

The next semester of our online MicroMaster’s in
Data, Economics, and Development Policy (DEDP)
started on September 8, but it’s not too late to join.
Through a series of five online courses and in-person
exams, learners will gain a strong foundation in
microeconomics, development economics, and
probability and statistics, while engaging with cutting-
edge field research. Students who complete the full
DEDP credential are eligible to apply for the Master’s
program in DEDP at MIT. Learn more and register »

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

How a basic income experiment helped these Kenyans weather the Covid-19 crisis
Vox

The NEP’s focus on early childhood education can help children live up to their potential
The Wire

Could giving kids a 50-cent pill massively boost their income years later?
NPR

In Iraq, mixed-religion soccer teams helped build social cohesion, healed wounds after
war
Phys.org

Adapting to learning needs in the wake of COVID-19 using data and evidence
Brookings
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MCA-Morocco launches project to evaluate national employment policy
Morocco World News

NEW RESEARCH PAPERS

Building Social Cohesion between Christians and Muslims through Soccer in Post-ISIS Iraq
Salma Mousa

Randomized Trial Shows Healthcare Payment Reform Has Equal-sized Spillover Effects on
Patients Not Targeted by Reform
Liran Einav, Amy Finkelstein, Yunan Ji, Neale Mahoney

Effects of a Universal Basic Income during the Pandemic
Abhijit Banerjee, Michael Faye, Alan Krueger, Paul Niehaus, Tavneet Suri

How Research Affects Policy: Experimental Evidence from 2,150 Brazilian Municipalities
Jonas Hjort, Diana Moreira, Gautam Rao, Juan Francisco Santini

FEATURED JOBS

Policy Manager, Employment Lab, Rabat, Morocco
Communications Associate, CLEAR, New Delhi, India
Training Manager, New Delhi, India
Policy Associate (Agriculture), Worldwide
General Data Research Associate, Worldwide
General Field Research Associate, Worldwide

Explore open positions around the world »

The Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) is a global research center working to
reduce poverty by ensuring that policy is informed by scientific evidence. Anchored by a
network of more than 225 affiliated professors at universities around the world, J-PAL
draws on results from randomized impact evaluations to answer critical questions in the
fight against poverty. We build partnerships with governments, NGOs, donors, and others
to share this knowledge, scale up effective programs, and advance evidence-informed
decision-making. J-PAL was launched at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in
2003 and has regional centers in Africa, Europe, Latin America & the Caribbean, Middle
East & North Africa, North America, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.
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