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J-PAL North America launches new initiative on US
crime and safety policy

This summer, J-PAL North America launched the Initiative for Effective US Crime Policy
(IECP) to identify and scale evidence-informed solutions in public safety, enforcement, and
crime prevention. The IECP launch event brought together over seventy researchers,
policymakers, and practitioners to explore evidence gaps, share lessons from successful
partnerships, and build connections to drive future research.

EVIDENCE-INFORMED DECISION-MAKING
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Scaling an emissions trading market to reduce air
pollution

® Gujarat, India

The Government of Gujarat scaled the world’s first emissions trading market for particulate
matter, reducing air pollution for 15 million people—while also lowering industries’ costs.

Policy issue: India’s severe air pollution lowers the average life expectancy of residents
by more than five years. With 1.4 billion people, India faces the dual challenge of reducing
air pollution while fostering economic growth. Existing regulation, though a necessary first
step, has not prevented pollution from worsening.

Evaluation: The Government of Gujarat worked with J-PAL affiliated researchers, J-PAL
South Asia, and EPIC India to evaluate the world’s first emissions market for air pollution in
Surat, Gujarat. Through the market, the government caps total industrial emissions while
allowing plants to trade unused emissions allowances.

Results: Plants in the emissions market reduced air pollution by 20 to 30 percent
compared to plants under existing regulation, while lowering their abatement costs by 11
percent. Researchers estimate that the resulting health benefits were at least 25 times
greater than the costs.

Research in action: A new Evidence to Policy Case Study shares how the Gujarat
Pollution Control Board scaled the market across Surat and Ahmedabad, reaching over 15
million people. The scale-up was conducted in collaboration with researchers, J-PAL South
Asia, and EPIC India, with funding from J-PAL's King Climate Action Initiative and J-PAL
South Asia‘s Alliance for Scaling Policy Impact through Research and Evidence and

Air and Water Lab. Following the success in Gujarat, other states in India have expressed
interest in scaling up similar emissions markets.

Research by: Michael Greenstone (University of Chicago; Co-Chair, J-PAL's Environment,
Energy, and Climate Change sector), Rohini Pande (Yale; Co-Chair, J-PAL’s Political
Economy and Governance sector), Nick Ryan (Yale), and Anant Sudarshan (University of
Warwick)

FEATURED BLOGS


https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=59f392f809177f37b1a2e9cb148657b94b0d35b567ee35d9db76c10a232f1f864be881e64dc1e9a4ec92de7e19d01b710a3e20b395f2bf82
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=59f392f809177f37b1a2e9cb148657b94b0d35b567ee35d9db76c10a232f1f864be881e64dc1e9a4ec92de7e19d01b710a3e20b395f2bf82
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae029c8d2cda77452f8d791ed3a1fc8d076fbafc7f27dbcfe647ce90f172e1add6b2db638f50ec4476469386c4ccd7fa12c7
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02e543b15cc6b9fa75494e19e7f785d015f65cc726291da570b79bf2319b30d2583ef1479e3ec2fb38f11a2aa4856bd522
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02e0e9e0d3970820f411a02c77417384ba7224d9774b5b0f4d01ecc443750f968723568441c96af9de5c92545a257d2f4a
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02703c33cbaca15264a372d2214226036aaf5b5f4370f84afb559992ae16485972533c9a429e336e15335123e89fc7aeab
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02d601dc7aecdf432cf0b0aca50317394ae80b1521a418d0abe9cc92cd1a9572ac1e9d932fe9a2bc71ca84a64ff5e68013
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=59f392f809177f375c8dbc075db51b1b0828ab735641b5f56ff488f8de2673ce2a91d0d63d3dfb334a8cc894d49e66aae5de8912d2ea6f87
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae0229678e3470d9aa1358e7a3b75a912b87bb0ec7340a18eb11e363c2d5a5450922b389523a91963d0c2094eea72a5b9806
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02560a09638fb8b8a6380aa278056b250e845f996b32b2701bb09bf8e4a0744fd2f15e690ac48ce9d837670f59dde65e25
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02cc5dc0414778c5d07f07895b31adfc43e42fcc672f84defcb997694b35ea6deaf55c18cc9161ecae3146c378d0e19c11
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=a2d39ce5274aae02c485393cc3cc99bb3420ec50219dd4e3ae4a9963993d945cbce32ca94bc235dc71e2de8331cf856b1e862cdb3d03be8f

Photo credit: Zeina Osama, J-PAL

Beyond access: How norms shaped childcare and job
service use

$ Cairo, Egypt

Researchers partnered with Egypt’s Ministry of Social Solidarity to evaluate a government
program that offered subsidized childcare and job services for mothers in low- and middle-
income areas of Greater Cairo. The study found that women did not use either service at
meaningful rates. A new blog post explores how deeply rooted social horms—not just
access to services—shaped women'’s decisions around work and childcare, and shares how
these insights can inform more effective gender and labor policies in Egypt. Read more »

Research by: Stefano Caria (University of Warwick; Co-Chair, J-PAL's Labor Markets
sector), Bruno Crépon (ENSAE and Ecole Polytechnique, Scientific Director, J-PAL MENA),
Caroline Krafft (University of Minnesota), and Abdelrahman Nagy (3ie)
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Measuring what matters for women entrepreneurs

Nuanced concepts like empowerment and quality of life can be challenging to measure—
but that doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be measured at all. In the latest guest post from
partners on the J-PAL blog, Tanvi Jaluka (Research Lead, CARE) shares how qualitative
research conducted for CARE’s Strive Women program for women entrepreneurs in
Pakistan, Peru, and Vietnam has informed their approach to accurate measurement. The
post highlights CARE’s Financial Health Framework and “Scorecard” tools, questions that
arose, and the importance of listening and understanding to create richer measurement
tools. Read more »

WELCOMING OUR NEW AFFILIATED PROFESSORS

This summer, we welcomed 29 talented researchers to the J-PAL network. We will feature
a few of them here each month.

2

Susan Athey Robert Fairlie Angelino Viceisza
Stanford University University of California, Spelman College
Los Angeles

FEATURED MULTIMEDIA
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WATCH: Kate Orkin on unconditional cash transfers in
Africa

A growing body of rigorous evaluations shows that unconditional cash transfers can
improve health and welfare more effectively than food parcels or vouchers. In a new video,
J-PAL affiliated professor Kate Orkin (University of Oxford) discusses how this evidence
informed South Africa’s emergency response during Covid-19. She recounts how the policy
crisis sparked her collaboration with the South African government to scale evidence-
informed emergency cash grants, ultimately reaching 28 million people. Watch the video »

FEATURED EVENT

Webinar series: Research to Action for Resilient
Agriculture

% October 1, 9, 23

Join J-PAL and the Center for Effective Global Action for a three-part webinar series
exploring evidence-informed strategies to help small-scale farmers become more resilient
to climate change and use resources sustainably.

e October 1: Digital tools for managing weather-related risks
¢ October 9: Biofertilizers and cold storage technology
e October 23: Sustainable groundwater use in small-scale irrigation

Hear from leading experts at Digital Green, the International Food Policy Research
Institute, MIT, the University of Chicago, and others who are testing innovation in
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agricultural adaptation to climate change in low- and middle-income countries. Register
now »

FEATURED TRAININGS

Get ready to learn this fall with DEDP MicroMasters
courses

% Courses start today (September 9)

Courses in MITx and J-PAL's Data, Economics, and Design of Policy (DEDP) MicroMasters
program have just begun, but enrollment is open until October 7. Check out electives like:

e Political Economy and Economic Development explores how political institutions
shape economic outcomes.

e The Challenges of Global Poverty examines the root causes of poverty and the
effectiveness of interventions across sectors such as health, education, and finance.

Courses are taught by MIT faculty and are free to audit, with the option to pay to take a
proctored exam in pursuit of a course certificate. Learners who complete the full credential
(five courses) can apply to MIT’s residential master’s program or one of several pathway
universities. Enroll today »

Starting next week: Join J-PAL’s online course on
Evaluating Social Programs

% Course starts September 16

Join us for J-PAL's free, self-paced online course on Evaluating Social Programs. Designed
for anyone with an interest in impact evaluation, the course walks through each step of
designing a randomized evaluation and how to use evidence to measure the impact of
social programs. Learn more and enroll »

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

Findings from the first large-scale randomized controlled trial of maternal cash transfers in
India
LinkedIn

Development finance: How to get more bang from fewer bucks
Financial Times
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High salaries, empty classrooms: Why government school teachers stay absent
India Today

Better public service with data
MIT News

= NEW RESEARCH PAPERS

The Effect of Information from Black Health Care Professionals on Covid Vaccination Take-
Up
Martin Abel, Tanya Byker, and Jeffrey Carpenter

Expectations and Adaptation to Environmental Threats
Husnain F. Ahmad, Matthew Gibson, Fatig Nadeem, Sanval Nasim, and Arman Rezaee

Household Preferences for Female Employment: A Field Experiment in Bangladesh
Yueh-ya Hsu, Reshmaan Hussam, Erin M. Kelley, and Gregory Lane

Can Cash Transfers Save Lives? Evidence from a Large-Scale Experiment in Kenya
Michael W. Walker, Nick Shankar, Edward Miguel, Dennis Egger, and Grady Killeen

Maternal Cash Transfers for Gender Equity and Child Development: Experimental Evidence
from India
Jeffrey Weaver, Sandip Sukhtankar, Paul Niehaus, and Karthik Muralidharan

& FEATURED JOBS

J-PAL and our partner organizations are recruiting for office-based and field Research
Associates. Apply by October 6 »

Policy Associate, Guatemala City, Guatemala

Policy and Research Manager, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Senior Research Associate, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
Research Manager, Jakarta, Indonesia

Explore a full list of open positions around the world »
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