
 

 

Advanced Course in Experimental Evaluation 
Course Programme 

 
J-PAL Africa, University of Cape Town 

July 6-7, 2011 
 
Wednesday, July 6 
 
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM  Welcome Remarks 

                                                   
9:15 AM – 11:00 AM  Lecture 1, “The why and how of randomised experiments” 
    Marc Gurgand 
    Background reading:   
    (i) Cohen & Dupas (2010) “Free Distribution or Cost Sharing”; 

(http://www.povertyactionlab.org/sites/default/files/publications/55_Dupas_Free_D
istribution_or_Cost-Sharing.pdf) 
(ii) Duflo, Kremer & Robinson (2010) “Nudging Farmers to use Fertilizer”; 
(econ-www.mit.edu/files/6170) 
(iii) Gurgand, Crepon & Behaghel (2011) “Private and Public Provision of 
Counseling to Job-Seekers”  
(http://www.parisschoolofeconomics.com/behaghel-
luc/PrivatePublicCounseling_%2020110331.pdf) 
 

11:00 AM – 11:15 AM   Coffee Break 
 
11:15 AM – 12:30 PM   Group Exercise: Randomisation Design 
 
12:30 PM – 1:30 PM  Lunch 
 
1:30 PM – 3:15 PM Lecture 2, “Outcome measures”  

 Rachel Glennerster 
 Background reading:   
 Duflo et al (2006) “Women as Policymakers”; (econ-www.mit.edu/files/792) 
  Glennerster at al (2011) “Community Driven Development in Sierra Leone.”;                          
                                   (www.povertyactionlab.org/node/4127) 

3:15 PM – 3:30 PM Coffee Break 

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM Lecture 3, “Threats to Validity” 
Michael Kremer 
Background reading: 
Kremer et al (2011) “Worms at Work:Long-run Impacts of Child Health Gains“  
(www.cgdev.org/doc/events/KLPS-Labor_2011-05-16-Circulate.pdf) 

7:00 PM Dinner  (venue to be determined) 
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Thursday, July 7  

8:30 AM – 10:00 AM  Lecture 4, “Power Calculation” 
    Marc Gurgand 
    Background reading:  
    Duflo, Glennerster & Kremer (2006) “Using Randomization in Development                 
                                                            Economics Research: A Toolkit”;  SECTION 4                                      
    (http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/806)  
 
10:00 AM – 10:15 PM  Coffee Break 

10:15 AM – 11:30 PM   Group Exercise: Power calculation 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Research Presentations  
 Course Participants 

12:30 PM – 1:15 PM Lunch 

1:15 PM – 2:45 PM Lecture 5, “Analysis” 
  Michael Kremer 
 Background reading:  
 Kremer et al (2010) “Spring Cleaning: Rural Water Impacts, valuation and  
 property rights institutions”                                       
 (www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/kremer/files/Springs-Paper_2010-05-11.pdf 

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM Coffee Break 

3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Research Presentations  
 Course Participant 

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM Discussion Round: Practical tips for running randomised evaluations 
Rachel Glennerster  

5:00 PM – 5:15 PM Closing Remarks  

         
 
 
 
 


