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Welcome! 
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J-PAL: RESEARCHERS AGAINST POVERTY

Founded in 2003, the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) is a network of researchers based at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, MA. In 2007, J-PAL Europe was officially launched at 
the Paris School of Economics, and J-PAL South Asia was founded at the Institute for Financial Management and 
Research in Chennai, India. In 2009, J-PAL Latin America was launched at the Pontifícia Universidad Católica in 
Santiago, Chile, and in 2010 J-PAL Africa was founded at the University of Cape Town.

J-PAL is a network of 53 researchers from all over the world. Since 2003 they have conducted more than 250 
randomized evaluations of anti-poverty programs, of which 100 are already completed.

J-PAL works to improve the lives of the poor by ensuring that development policy is based on scientific evidence, 
collected through randomized evaluations. 

WHAT DOES J-PAL DO?
J-PAL has three central objectives:

1. Rigorous Evaluation of Development Projects: J-PAL researchers are at the forefront of randomized 
evaluations, developing methodologies that allow an element of randomization to be introduced into programs in 
a way that is compatible with the constraints on the ground. As such, J-PAL researchers work on projects ranging 
from the evaluation of job search support programs in France, microfinance programs in rural Morocco, anti-
corruption measures in India, and school feeding in Niger. 
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2. Capacity Building: Every year, J-PAL runs executive education courses in several locations around the world. 
These courses have trained hundreds of practitioners in more than 40 countries. Many of these practitioners 
have gone on to make significant contributions to randomized evaluations, either alone or in conjunction with 
J-PAL. 

3. Diffusion of Results: J-PAL has also been very successful at promoting evidence-based policy through papers, 
conferences, seminars, and capacity building. Policymakers are increasingly using the evidence generated by 
J-PAL evaluations to guide their decisions. For example, findings on the impacts of school-based deworming have 
influenced government policy in Kenya and elsewhere. 

J-PAL FUNDING
In 2005, J-PAL received a substantial gift from Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel, an MIT alumnus and generous 
supporter of poverty alleviation initiatives around the world. The Poverty Action Lab was renamed in honor of his 
father, Abdul Latif Jameel.

Other donors and financial supporters include the Economic and Social Research Council, Swedish International 
Development Agency, DFID, The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Hewlett Foundation, the National Institute of Health, the World Bank, Agence Française de 
Développement (AFD), the Haut Commissariat aux Solidarités Actives Contre la Pauvreté, the Institute Veolia 
Environnement, and the National Science Foundation. 
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