
http://view.email.povertyactionlab.org/...f44b188280cde3c20f0b801f7bc4c0d069351b7e389a0be808790c341a87bd8e721860e1fa12cadd764e[12/8/20, 10:18:17 AM]

NORTH AMERICA 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
February 2020

Good afternoon,

I’m thrilled to announce the application launch to participate in J-PAL’s flagship executive
education course, Evaluating Social Programs, at MIT this June 8-12. 

The launch also makes me nostalgic. Evaluating Social Programs was one of the very first
events I attended as a new staff member nine years ago. I remember being impressed by
the participants from across the globe who were committed to learn and use research to
make an impact on peoples’ lives, and I learned a great deal from listening to their
questions and case examples.

We run the five-day course to build the expertise of leaders in governments, non-profits,
foundations, and others to identify why and when to use randomized evaluations.
Attendees take the lessons they learn and apply them in their own contexts.

For example, a senior manager from Medha—a nonprofit that provides employment
support for youth—attended the course in July 2018 with a desire to rigorously evaluate
their school to work transition program. After the training, the attendee worked with J-PAL
Affiliate Lori Beaman (Northwestern) to design a randomized evaluation for Medha's
training program. Their study is ongoing and will help Medha's leadership learn about how
to better support the students they serve, particularly women and students from
underprivileged backgrounds, attain employment.

Please share widely with your networks and consider applying today. I look forward to
welcoming our next training cohort to MIT this June.

Mary Ann Bates
Executive Director, J-PAL North America
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Apply now for J-PAL’s Evaluating Social Programs
course

J-PAL’s flagship executive education course is a five-day in-person training based at MIT
that will take place June 8-12. The course provides an in-depth look at why and when
randomized evaluations can be used to rigorously measure social impact, practical tools for
evaluation design and impact, and how findings can inform evidence-based approaches.
Through lectures taught by renowned academic researchers and small-group exercises,
participants will build skills and learn to apply them at their home organizations.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until April 17, 2020. Contact
training@povertyactionlab.org, view the Evaluating Social Programs course video, or
download our course brochure to learn more.

Centering workers in the
future of work

On January 14, J-PAL North America’s
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Work of the Future Initiative and the
Gerri and Rich Wong family hosted a
conversation to address the changing
nature of work while advancing equity
and opportunity. Ai-jen Poo, co-founder
and executive director of the National
Domestic Workers Alliance, kicked off
the day, aimed at shifting the
conversations surrounding the future of
work to focus on working people and
collaborative research partnerships.
Read the MIT News article
to learn more
about what the 35 attendees from
nonprofits, academia, government,
philanthropy, and advocacy
organizations discussed. Through this
conversation and ongoing work, the
Initiative seeks to catalyze research
partnerships that center worker voices
and generate research on strategies to
help workers thrive in today’s labor
market. Have an evaluation idea or an
innovative practitioner that we should
meet? Please email
wotf@povertyactionlab.org and our staff
will be in touch.

earned income tax credit

The earned income tax credit (EITC) is
one of the country’s largest federal
cash transfer programs, but many
households eligible for the credit do not
claim their EITC benefits. Last month,
the California Policy Lab published a
new report featuring research supported
by the J-PAL State and Local Innovation
Initiative
. The report summarizes
findings from several randomized
evaluations testing various outreach
strategies for increasing the take-up of
the EITC via low-cost text messages and
letters. The researchers find that
although the outreach strategies were
well-targeted towards non-filing, EITC-
eligible households, none of the
strategies evaluated had an impact on
the likelihood that households file their
taxes or claim the EITC. The results
suggest that outreach alone is
insufficient to improve the take-up of
the EITC among non-filing populations
in California. Researchers recommend
that government agencies explore the
feasibility of both simplifying the filing
and claiming process and partnering
with researchers to identify Californians
who are not claiming programs for
which they are
eligible.

Support Us

Have an idea of content you would like to see in this newsletter? We want to hear from
you! Please send your feedback to J-PAL North America Policy and Communications
Manager, Erin Graeber.

J-PAL North America is a regional office of the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab
(J‑PAL), a global research center based at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). Anchored by a network of more than 180 affiliated professors at universities around

http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f630f841473a903c09e2089ffdd066a924add4b6ec44bb856fcce29edbabe6bf665b37b2f84af0d7c789eaa68e70d62e22c
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f63d3ab37343e1d26ece36e0b3978fb3db9358d35dbb8bb6778b1d902aff6f984ac5f619cef1902b64b3a41338b4046100a
mailto:wotf@povertyactionlab.org?subject=
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f63ca29e06fd6523d5aedc5a484f8804494650c466ce10b04ec42caf68bc288833d85527c404523a78cc9ac8e1abcb81c96
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f632f9d64eb0babbda39cd9d4e42cb9377565865b61f85ada8f370c10dbe47ab2495170644856ecbc88fd3b4fc7b6c3f071
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f63fd07f4f9c471e48bf5ff7da4ea408c16d64c09ab093b6b74e76fad56cba763ffc2b6858d60807788f7fb23fb15a0565a
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f63fd07f4f9c471e48bf5ff7da4ea408c16d64c09ab093b6b74e76fad56cba763ffc2b6858d60807788f7fb23fb15a0565a
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f630f841473a903c09e2089ffdd066a924add4b6ec44bb856fcce29edbabe6bf665b37b2f84af0d7c789eaa68e70d62e22c
mailto:egraeber@povertyactionlab.org?subject=
http://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=97bd695375615f63ad7ffab61926eae1e75d9133235725a0668a2a54472a2a5745cdf9ca447541ffe387420f8b7907240ffc1953b91155a0


http://view.email.povertyactionlab.org/...f44b188280cde3c20f0b801f7bc4c0d069351b7e389a0be808790c341a87bd8e721860e1fa12cadd764e[12/8/20, 10:18:17 AM]

the world, J-PAL draws on results from randomized impact evaluations to rigorously study
what strategies meaningfully reduce poverty and translate research into action.
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