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Good morning, 

At J-PAL North America, we strive to strengthen the capacity of policymakers, practitioners,
and researchers to produce rigorous research on effective poverty reduction strategies and
use existing evidence in key decision-making. 

One of the primary ways we do this is through our suite of training offerings. We deliver
customized trainings and cohort-based skills building programming to government agencies
and nonprofits that establish communities of practice in specific focus areas. In recent
years, J-PAL North America has supported cohort-based learning in evidence and
evaluation across several policy areas. We’ve found that building community and facilitating
peer learning can enhance the quality of our training offerings and the participant
experience. 

In this newsletter edition, we share updates from J-PAL North America’s cohort-based
offerings, including the launch of the AprendeLab in Puerto Rico, a call for applications to
our next Climate Action Learning Lab cohort, and a new webpage featuring our work in the
Learning Engineering Virtual Institute—a cohort of organizations designing and evaluating
AI-driven tutoring to improve middle school math achievement.

We are energized by the engagement and enthusiasm our partners bring to our trainings,
fueled by their dedication to support their communities and the people they serve. We
welcome you to reach out about J-PAL’s training opportunities, and we look forward to
partnering together.

Sincerely,
Bridget Mercier | Senior Policy and Training Manager, J-PAL North America

To view this email as a web page, go here.

1/27/26, 10:29 AM view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?vawpToken=KYOKY44FO54UZPZQAZTI2U4JHY.100214

https://view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?vawpToken=KYOKY44FO54UZPZQAZTI2U4JHY.100214 1/5

https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjA0ZDMzZmY1LTNjYmQtNDJiYS1iYWQ4LWQxOWY0ZGEzYTcwZiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoicGdSaGF0RFpyaU45eGlnM3dITHNoQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImRPMWpQenFzYXBzUkhNWlIyV2hENkhnbXhrYnQ4cjZhRU41dHBSaGx4QVZldmZBWloxcENpZGowNFByU0ZRZEYrcFdzSWtWLzc5aGI1bnJSMVdUZDVWb2oxZWRpOGFZRVlXclEyYTRqZmNZb044Qnk3SVE9IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6Ijc5aGI1bnJSMVdUZDVWb2oxZWRpOFE9PSJ9
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjA0ZDMzZmY1LTNjYmQtNDJiYS1iYWQ4LWQxOWY0ZGEzYTcwZiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoicGdSaGF0RFpyaU45eGlnM3dITHNoQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImRPMWpQenFzYXBzUkhNWlIyV2hENkhnbXhrYnQ4cjZhRU41dHBSaGx4QVZldmZBWloxcENpZGowNFByU0ZRZEYrcFdzSWtWLzc5aGI1bnJSMVdUZDVWb2oxZWRpOGFZRVlXclEyYTRqZmNZb044Qnk3SVE9IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6Ijc5aGI1bnJSMVdUZDVWb2oxZWRpOFE9PSJ9
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjI0MGY0YzBlLTAyYzQtNGZiYS1iMWFmLTI2ODU2YTEwNWExMSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoienB5Nzg1bWxrZm5GY3o5OWJlOU1Ddz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlJXYUxnaTFRa0ZPNGtWdmJnUWpETHRDUU0xSGtDYjQ0ZzZPeHd2SmpJT0hpR2hBYjNiMWQvRDZ3dUt4bVVyMkt2d0xZNis3Z1ZEMjBQNDc4UVQrUEJBVDhoOUhMT002Y3UvT1pwWkg1eFhNL2ZXM3ZUQXM9IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6IlZEMjBQNDc4UVQrUEJBVDhoOUhMT0E9PSJ9
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImMyOTQ3YmI3LTRhZWEtNDNiOC1iNmRiLWZmODRiZmZmNDE0MSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2Ijoic1hqNU12cHR3MW5xUjVTaThLNnJJZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Im1TaVNXd25SRzR3N2RlczhvSDI4QlRPM28wbmo1cGtnUGRVMnQwMnVwQndYNmpWbVNJaTJRaDRkRnBBYzV5QVdmRklGT0tYaEJ3Ymh1ZHFhOFpNOStXSm9qRjgzVExGNCtUTDZiY05aNmtlVW92Q3VxeUk9IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6IkJ3Ymh1ZHFhOFpNOStXSm9qRjgzVEE9PSJ9
mailto:na_training@povertyactionlab.org?subject=
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjQ3NWZiYzQ4LTMwMGEtNDM1Ny1hYWZmLTAwY2Y0MGU2YTFlZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiVFpTOHhQTDdBcDVvSE1qN09uTnMvQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IlNBYmlVSnQ1cm80QWFpbjNVN2dvT0VDRVBEaGo3eHB0RllSNWlNTjl5bjdEV3pYK1ZPWjN3YisxbzFLcmJaSTFhT283UDE4dU9LSWNyRkNIcVRjbmR6ZEVCcmx0RDAyVXZNVHkrd0tlYUJ6SSt6cHpiUHc9IiwiYXV0aFRhZyI6Ik9LSWNyRkNIcVRjbmR6ZEVCcmx0RHc9PSJ9


Photo credit: Shutterstock

Applications open: J-PAL North America is
recruiting a new Climate Action Learning Lab
cohort

US climate leaders are currently enacting a broad range of policies and programs to
support the transition to a low-carbon economy and support communities in adapting to
climate-related hazards. But how do we know which approaches are most effective, and
for whom? The Climate Action Learning Lab is recruiting a dedicated cohort of leaders from
local government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and industries in the United States to
identify and scale effective and equitable climate mitigation and adaptation strategies.
From May–August 2026, the Learning Lab will provide selected participants with a suite of
free customized evaluation training, peer learning opportunities, and connections to
academic researchers to leverage data and evaluation to advance climate solutions that
work. Learn more and apply by March 27 »
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AprendeLab launch: Advancing
evidence-based policymaking in
Puerto Rico

This past November, J-PAL North America launched
the AprendeLab in Puerto Rico, a new offering
designed to support organizations on the island in
embedding data and evaluation into their
programming for workforce development, economic
mobility, and health care. The AprendeLab provides
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tailored training, individualized technical assistance,
opportunities to engage with peers, and an evaluation
workbook. We are excited to continue our work with
five local organizations to advance their evaluation
goals in the coming months. Read about our work in
Puerto Rico »
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Evaluating AI’s impact on education
outcomes in partnership with the
Learning Engineering Virtual
Institute (LEVI)

How can AI be leveraged to improve student
achievement? J-PAL North America is seeking answers
to this critical question through a partnership with
LEVI, an ambitious initiative working to improve
middle school math learning through AI-driven
education tools. Through technical assistance, tailored
guidance, LEVI-wide workshops, and connections with
researchers within J-PAL’s network, J-PAL is supporting
six teams in designing and implementing high-quality
randomized evaluations that assess program
effectiveness, cost-efficiency, and scalability. A new J-
PAL webpage features LEVI evaluations, the cohort of
teams developing AI-driven education tools, and the J-
PAL project team and funders supporting this work.
Explore the LEVI partnership »

FEATURED EVALUATION SUMMARY
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The impact of default enrollments in
an electricity pricing program to
reduce electricity consumption

Paying the same price for electricity—regardless of
season and time of the day—can lead to inefficiencies
in responding to electricity demand, such as stressed
electricity grids during peak times and an oversupply
of electricity during the night, when demand is lower.
J-PAL affiliated researchers Patrick Baylis (University of
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British Columbia), Meredith Fowlie (University of
California Berkeley), and Catherine Wolfram (MIT)
investigated the effect of automatically enrolling
households in time-variant pricing structures on opt-
out rates and electricity consumption. They found that
default enrollment into more efficient pricing plans
offers a powerful means to reduce electricity
consumption through people’s tendency to remain in
default enrollments. Read more »

FEATURED RESEARCH RESOURCE
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Assessing viability and building
relationships

Whether you work in government, program
implementation, or research, building strong
partnerships is key to conducting successful
evaluations. Early discussions with partners interested
in randomized evaluations serve to gather enough
information to assess the practical and statistical
feasibility of a randomized evaluation and establish
strong working relationships with key stakeholders. A
J-PAL research resource shares guidelines for
researchers leading these early discussions with
program implementers who have expressed interest in
a randomized evaluation and with whom a partnership
seems potentially viable. Read the guidance » 

Support Us

Forwarded this newsletter? Subscribe here.

Have an idea of content you would like to see in this newsletter? We want to hear from
you! Please send your feedback to J-PAL North America Communications Lead, Erin
Graeber.
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