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J-PAL carries out randomized studies to test policies newsVine
that could improve public health education, governance
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Chennai: Neelima Khetan, 48, and Angela Ambroz, 26, come from opposite sides of
the globe and had never met each other until that evening in Patna. Inside a dimly
lit banquet hall at a four-star hotel in the Bihar capital, they are both part of a
chattering group of civil servants, social workers, executives from donor
organizations and academicians from prestigious UK and US varsities.

Also Read Food incentives spur child immunization

Despite never encountering
each other, the two are key
characters in the newest story
in developmental economics
—penned by Abhijit Banerjee,
Esther Duflo and Rachel
Glennerster, directors of the
seven-year-old Abdul Latif
Jameel Poverty Action Lab, or
J-PAL.

Affiliated with the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, or MIT, the lab

Crucial support: (from left) Rachel Glennerster,
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo of J-PAL use
randomized studies to identify and test policies thatcarries out randomized studies

could improve living conditions. A.P. Dube / Mint  —largely used in clinical trials
to test new medicines—to identify and test policies that could improve education,
public health and governance. J-PAL’s evaluation is carried out on two groups—a
treatment group where a new policy is implemented and a control group that

remains untouched by the intervention.

J-PAL is using the method to ladder down the ivory tower of developmental
economics and offer groundbreaking solutions to issues such as increasing teacher
attendance in schools and boosting immunization levels among rural children.

“Initially, when we were out there, people thought of us as a wacky organization
with wacky ideas and, often, we got treated exactly as such,” Banerjee told Mint at a
Patna dinner, a day ahead of J-PAL’s first conference in India to highlight its work
and partnerships.

Yet, J-PAL’s work has perked the interest of economists who place the focus of
development projects on evaluating the process by which they are carried out. An
example is conducting checks to see if free textbooks offered by the government are
reaching the students or not, rather than confirm if the textbooks are key to higher
test scores.

Khetan’s Seva Mandir, which focuses on education, health and women’s
empowerment in rural Rajasthan, was the first non-governmental organization
(NGO) that Banerjee, a Harvard-educated economist and famed theorist, started
working with in 1996.

Banerjee’s first task: evaluating the impact of an additional teacher in Seva Mandir’s
single-teacher schools. Contrary to expectations, the study revealed no significant

http://www.livemint.com/2010/03/07224211/Newest-in-the-story-of-dev...

UPA-Il Government's
First Year in Power

UPA-I

YEAR1

r
L

Replay

Sign up and get a chance
to win Laptop*

*Terms and Conditions apply

‘Iivemint.com on ‘

‘ followuson Ewikker ¥

Replay
Learn how the key dimensions o
of change can help you sustain
success by "Mastering Change to
Achieve High Performance."

» Consulting
» Technology
» Qutsourcing

>
accenture

igh performance. Delivered.

West Bengal govt wants to recoup money by selling
old newspapers

A better bureaucracy

A better bureaucracy

Reforming our governance

For a new civil-military order

Pay hike impact on inflation factored in: FM

Govt approves Sixth Pay Commission
recommendations

Indian govt may announce higher wages for
employees

More videos >>

5/18/2010 6:08 PM



Newest in the story of developmental economics - Economy and Politics - ...

improvement in student performance on increasing the teacher count. So the NGO
rolled back its programme.

This data-intensive experiment, conducted more than a decade ago, formed the
basis of further efforts by Banerjee and Duflo, his star student from MIT.

Tags - Find More Articles On:

Neelima Khetan | Angela Ambroz | Civil servants | Social workers
Academicians | Developmental economics | Abhijit Banerjee | Esther Duflo
Rachel Glennerster | Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab

READ MORE ARTICLES BY: Anupama Chandrasekaran

Add New Comment DisSQ

You are commenting as a Guest. Optional: Login below.

Type your comment here.

Name Website (Optional)

5 subscribe to all comments by

email

Email

Post as Guest

Showing 1 comments

Sort by | Newest first | 1 Subscribe by email .| Subscribe by RSS

w1 GreenyTails 03/23/2010 09:45 AM

1 person liked this.

I really liked that Chinese proverb. And pooling 3M Euros in a weekend during early
90's. Wow! Branson must have got some real magic.

Nice article.

Like Reply

Reactions

1 GreenyTails 03/23/2010 09:45 AM

From Twitter via BackType

RE: @livemint | really liked that Chinese proverb. And pooling 3M Euros in a
weekend during early 90's. Wow! Branson ... http://disg.us/dkkan

ipatil4 01/25/2010 05:11 AM

From Twitter via UberVU

So you want to be an entrepreneur http://bit.ly/4M5ays

blog comments powered by DISQUS

2 of 3

| COMMENTS

http://www.livemint.com/2010/03/07224211/Newest-in-the-story-of-dev...

Irda seeks to define lapsation, revival and surrender
of Ulips

I-T dept suspends e-filing of returns

Icai asks Sebi to defer decision on quarterly results
by 6 months

Most Read Most E-mailed Editor's Picks

Expats seek India exposure

Tata Motors may take Mexico road to
North America

Multiplexes to screen 30 shows of Kites
on first weekend

I-T dept suspends e-filing of returns
Cellphones, cloud take self-analysis to a
new level

ABB offer loses sheen after share surges
NTPC to float new order for $4.2 billion

=IIHT sites

Hindustan Times
Hindustan

HT Next

Fever 104

Shine: Jobs in India
DesiMartini Friends

ADVERTISEMENT

5/18/2010 6:08 PM



Newest in the story of developmental economics - Economy and Politics - ... http://www.livemint.com/2010/03/07224211/Newest-in-the-story-of-dev...

Subscribe Log In Contact Us Customer Service Privacy Policy Terms of Use Advertising About HT Media Browse Jobs Site Map
Copyright © 2009 HT Media All Rights Reserved

30f3 5/18/2010 6:08 PM



