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Good afternoon,

The United States is currently the second-largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world.
Structural discrimination has led to vulnerable populations disproportionately experiencing
a range of climate change-related hazards, threatening to undo decades of progress in
poverty alleviation, both in the United States and worldwide. To address this issue, US
state and local governments have been leveraging federal and regional resources to roll
out extensive climate action plans. This opportunity to act and prevent the devastating
consequences of climate change has motivated me and other researchers to generate
rigorous evidence aimed at guiding governments on the best ways to invest their
resources.

I serve as the scientific advisor for J-PAL North America’s Evidence for Climate Action
Project, which brings together an influential network of government leaders, academic
researchers, and other key policy partners to launch successful researcher-practitioner
partnerships and rigorously evaluate promising decarbonization programs. Research on
climate change is not new, but the demand for evidence on the cost-effectiveness and
distributional impacts of climate programs has grown as governments around the world
make unprecedented investments of public funds in mitigation efforts. Methodological
advances have more recently allowed economics researchers to diagnose specific problems
and engage more directly with testing the efficacy of different decarbonization program
designs. Over the last few years, I've been able to more precisely evaluate, for instance,
the price sensitivity of demand for private transport in ride-hailing markets and the first
and last mile challenge in public transit.

But to effectively combat climate change, we believe the economics research community
has a responsibility to coordinate our efforts as we generate evidence on which
decarbonization programs and policies are most effective. As part of the Evidence for
Climate Action Project, I am thrilled to lead the Economics of Decarbonization Working
Group, which is composed of over 25 economic researchers interested in using randomized
evaluations to test the impact of decarbonization programs and policies. This group is
collectively defining a research agenda to communicate priority areas for experimental
research and facilitate collaboration with policymakers. See below for a synopsis of the first
article in a series of papers on this agenda, which was recently published in Nature. As
part of the project, we are also launching a Climate Action Learning Lab in 2025 to support
government leaders in forming partnerships with researchers in the J-PAL network to
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rigorously evaluate their decarbonization programs.

I invite researchers and policymakers at every level of government and from across the
political spectrum to join our efforts. We know that evidence alone is not enough to
combat climate change; it must be paired with the efforts of people who have the power
to invest in making a difference. While policy priorities may shift with changing political
landscapes, we believe that evidence-based approaches can unite stakeholders and
advance effective solutions that best serve the needs of our communities.

Peter Christensen
Associate Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz
Scientific Advisor, J-PAL North America Evidence for Climate Action Project
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How to spend one trillion dollars: The US
decarbonization conundrum

Over the past 3 years, the United States has allocated billions of dollars to decarbonization
efforts. In a new Nature article, Peter Christensen (UC Santa Cruz) and co-authors from
the J-PAL North America Economics of Decarbonization Working Group share the
importance of rigorously evaluating new investments by state and local governments to
learn about the efficacy, cost-effectiveness, and effects of a range of decarbonization
programs. Read the article and learn more about the J-PAL North America Economics of
Decarbonization Working Group’s efforts to generate evidence to advance equitable, high-
impact policy solutions to climate change in the United States.
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Featured Policy Publication: Building
and implementing a research agenda
on transportation decarbonization

The transportation sector is the fastest-growing
contributor of global CO2 emissions and is considered
one of the most urgent to decarbonize. J-PAL North
America, with support from the King Climate Action
Initiative (K-CAI), seeks to understand the current
evidence and existing research gaps in advancing
equitable transportation decarbonization. In a new
paper, Maggie Dennis (J-PAL North America), J-PAL
affiliated professor Robert Metcalfe (Columbia), and J-
PAL Global alumna Andrea Cristina Ruiz investigate
fleet shift, public transportation, and traffic
congestion. Read the paper »

Nurturing the Null: A new blog series

Null results—when a study does not find significant
impacts on chosen outcomes—can provide valuable
insights for research and policies alike. However, it can
be difficult for stakeholders to identify and leverage
these insights. In a new series on the J-PAL blog, we
highlight randomized evaluations that yielded null
results to elevate the lessons learned and inform
future research. The first post provides an overview of
key considerations to prepare for and utilize null
results. Subsequent posts share perspectives from
evaluations of community-based care management
programming, case management support for housing
services, and information campaigns on social safety
net benefits. Read the full series »

Announcing the 2024 LEVER
Evaluation Incubator partners

The J-PAL North America LEVER Evaluation Incubator
supports government agencies in designing and

3/4


https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138979a70f09b6a872628e2add9f7f3c42441ed7a8cb03486b89ca1f0ead5dd8a1c68884d37a1112e8a47c6298673c2f45cc1
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897e53a82faaaf66ef88610556155daa51dd06d0350a449e881885429753aedf1124ef375434f0d6fd0cfc48c6c95dde283
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138976746aa1a353d2e0da9b93fa1bde3ce95cb72e78fbeb307f5fbbe6d5bef34bea2d8dec6920a7e7c4b651ef4c40eea4a8d
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897d294b0d680cedf93957508faff4a8a3ea3c0db3ac445fa02213cd5281c62ea02e0fcf00253f7db060925f3a9f53e1207
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897880c78fc0955f580ab7c8dac4af5876071a980874d3e5fbb80f88c7d810bb17a0ab4fb9867b72c502319fa0efbecbfc7
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138971b2f8dc48e2d20960088d6a27edb56070cd38867c1619af0fd26e05adef4e0b9f001159fc93191d00c53d16ded90a54b
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd1389776a670ced6a6fd0a9ebecc7bd5cfca4ff4755e3ef5686bed6040d70b1e0ac76273ee54b6487869e1bf30cd6defe9f9e6
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd138979256888200ffbc36aaec3acb3fe6a1cedcb339991a459579b53fbdfc91109c536f2360129d97584b11331ccbcdb0fd24
https://click.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=46396094bcd13897396bd7a2ed5a8660589a862d62076d021d800a978de134984f3e0e18bfafcbc269af462010c50226bfe38ebdb46dd3c1

11/25/24, 4:35 PM

https://view.email .povertyactionlab.org/?qs=2cc4efe1b3elcd8ee79d3ead4ed3579d2e915326e341d8ec2693ffb52363a102c669ced4b578a107eccc81865dd3c861af16a7bf. ..

view.email.povertyactionlab.org/?qs=2ccdefe1b3elcd8ee79d3eade43579d2e95326e34fd8ec2693{fb52363a102c669ced4b578a107eccc81865dd. ..

implementing randomized evaluations to generate
rigorous evidence on the effects of government-run
programs. The recently selected 2024 Incubator
partners come from all across the country, covering
several programmatic areas (i.e., education, health
care, and climate). This engagement will equip state
and local jurisdictions to build a culture of evidence
use into their departments and decision-making. Read
more about the selected Incubator partners »

FEATURED RESEARCH RESOURCE
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Quick guide to power calculations

Statistical power and sample size are key components
that determine an evaluation’s ability to detect a
program’s impact. This research resource provides
guidance to researchers on identifying inputs for
power calculations and walks through a process for
incorporating power calculations into a study design.
The resource assumes some background in statistics
and is intended for researchers who are designing and
assessing the feasibility of a randomized evaluation
with an implementing partner.

Have an idea of content you would like to see in this newsletter? We want to hear from
you! Please send your feedback to J-PAL North America Communications Lead, Erin

Graeber.
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