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J-PAL: Jameel Poverty Action Lab

A network of researchers

at universities around the
world

* Focused on randomized
evaluations

* Founded in 2003 by Esther
Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee,
MIT Professors of
Economics
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J-PAL today: 5 offices & 56 affiliates

J-PAL Global

Cambridge, MA, USA
Phone: +1 (617) 324-6566
Fax:  +1(617)253-5461
Staff « Driving Directions
J-PAL Global at MIT

30 Wadsworth St., E53-320
Cambridge, MA 02142 USA

J-PAL Latin America

Santiago, Chile

Phone: +(56-2) 354-1291

Fax: +(562)552 1310

Staff « Driving Directions
J-PAL Latin America at Pontificia
Universidad Catolica de Chile
Instituto de Economia

Av. Vicuna Mackenna 4860
Santiago, Chile

J-PAL Africa

Cape Town, South Africa
Phone: +27 21 650 5981
Staff « Driving Directions
J-PAL Africa at UCT

D Hahn, Office 7.64

Upper Campus
Rondebosch 7701

South Africa

J-PAL Europe

Paris, France
+33(0)171194070

Staff « Driving Directions
J-PAL Europe at

Paris School of Economics
66 bis Avenue Jean Moulin
75014 Paris, France

J-PAL South Asia

Chennai, India

Phone: +91 44 3247 5056

Staff « Driving Directions

J-PAL South Asia at IFMR

Institute for Financial
Management and Research

IITM Research Park, Phase 1, 10th FI
Kanagam Road

Taramani, Chennai 600113
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Why randomized evaluations ?

* Rigor: producing clear results, easy to
communicate

* Lesson learning: finding the most effective
program to achieve a policy goal

* Accountability: giving donors and policy
makers evidence to select better programs
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Improve public policies

ABDUL LATIF JAMEEL 2&
Poverty Action Lab ~8&) TRANSLATING RESEARCH INTO ACTION



How impact differs from process?

* When we answer a process question, we need to
describe what happened.

* When we answer an impact question, we need to
compare what happened to what would have
happened without the program
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How determine the "impact" ?

* What would have happened in the absence of the
program?

* Take the difference between
what happened (with the program) ...and
— what would have happened (without the program)
= IMPACT of the program
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Basic set up of a randomized evaluation
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Evaluations around the world

e 267 randomized evaluations in 45 countries
* 103 are completed and 164 ongoing
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