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PPE Initiative Application Form and Instructions: Travel/Proposal Development Grants  
Round 6
J-PAL’s Post-Primary Education Initiative offers grants for up to $10,000 for exploratory work to develop preliminary research ideas. The expectation is that these funds will be used to develop a proposal that addresses key open questions identified in the PPE Initiative review paper and which then could be submitted for pilot funding (up to $50,000) during a subsequent call for proposals.
Instructions: Applications for travel/proposal development grants consist of (i) an application form, which includes a cover sheet and narrative; (ii) a budget form; and (iii) for graduate students, a letter of support from a J-PAL affiliate or invited researcher who serves as the applicant’s adviser.  These materials should be submitted to PPE@povertyactionlab.org by 5pm EDT on May 2, 2016. 
Narrative: The narrative (not to exceed two pages in length including appendices with 12pt font) should include:

· A concise statement of topic. These grants are intended to facilitate very preliminary, exploratory research, so proposals need only address the general topic of interest and current ideas on how the question might be explored through a randomized evaluation. They do not need to include a detailed program or evaluation design.

· Proposed partners, if available, including J-PAL regional offices, IPA country offices, or other organizations you plan to work with for both program implementation and evaluation.

· A general timeline, including approximate travel dates.

· A discussion of the project’s connection to key questions in the PPE Review Paper.
Budget: Please submit a detailed project budget using the Excel template provided. Travel/proposal development grants are provided as travel reimbursements in accordance with MIT travel policies. Please follow these instructions for designing and submitting your budget:
· Please include detailed budget notes in the column provided in the template.

· International travel: J-PAL will put you in touch with an MIT travel agent who can book international travel and charge PPE directly. If you choose to buy your own ticket, we will not be able to reimburse you until your full travel is complete.

· Daily expenses: A per diem stipend of $25/day can be claimed based on days-in-country to covers food and miscellaneous expenses.

· Survey expenses: J-PAL will also cover expenses for hiring in-country surveyors and will provide the forms necessary to document and claim these expenses as reimbursement once the travel is completed. J-PAL is generally not able to directly reimburse survey firms or other organizations.

· Other expenses: Any other expenses will be reimbursed upon submission of an expense report. Expenses should be supported by receipts whenever possible, and all expenses over $50 must be supported by receipts. All expenses must be claimed within 30 days of your return.
· Medical insurance: All awardees are required to provide proof of emergency medical insurance coverage before travel. As many universities provide this to their students, faculty, and staff at no cost, this is not a reimbursable cost under this award. We can provide information on affordable coverage if needed.

· Expenses not allowed: J-PAL is not able to cover travel insurance or incidental expenses. In most cases, J-PAL is not able to directly reimburse any individuals or organizations other than the researchers awarded the travel/proposal development grant.

· If applicants plan to work with a J-PAL regional office, an IPA country office, or another implementing organization, they should notify the organization prior to submitting a travel/proposal development grant application. These organizations may require applicants to budget for overhead or other expenses incurred.

Letter of Support: Graduate student applicants are required to submit a letter of support from an adviser who is a J-PAL affiliate or PPE invited researcher. This letter should indicate the adviser’s confidence in the value of the proposed exploratory work as well as the student’s ability to use the grant effectively. Letters can be included in the applicant’s submission packet or sent directly to PPE@povertyactionlab.org. 
Submission Guidelines: Please submit an email with the following attachments to PPE@povertyactionlab.org by 5 pm EDT on May 2, 2016:

· Save the coversheet and your 5-page narrative (12pt font) as a single Word or PDF file, titled [PI Name]_[Topic Name].docx (.pdf)
· Fill in the separate budget form and save as a single Excel file, titled[PI Name]_Budget.xlsx
· Submit a PDF letter of support from an adviser who is a J-PAL affiliate or PPE-invited researcher, or ask your adviser to send the letter of support to PPE@povertyactionlan.org (PhD students only).

Review Process: Applications for travel grants will be reviewed and scored by members of the PPE Review Board. Proposals will be scored based on their academic contribution and relevance, policy relevance, and viability of the potential study. See below for a detailed description of the evaluation criteria.  Proposals will be reviewed on a rolling basis. Please indicate if your proposal requires a funding decision to be made sooner than the May 2, 2016 deadline. 
Grant Conditions:
· Grantees are required to submit a progress report after completing travel. If the exploratory work results in the development of a pilot, and eventually, a full study, grantees will be requested to submit annual progress reports. PPE Initiative staff will provide a report template for the grantee to complete. 
· Grantees must participate in one of the PPE Initiative’s activities on a mutually agreed date and place. This activity could be an evidence workshop, a matchmaking conference, or a presentation to one of the initiatives’ donors.

PPE Initiative – Travel/Proposal Development Grant Cover Sheet

Round 6
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PPE Initiative – Travel/Proposal Development Grant Evaluation Criteria

Round 6
	Relevance
	Does the study address questions crucial to understanding pressing issues in post-primary education? Are the questions and proposed interventions consistent with research priorities outlined in the review paper?

	Contribution/Innovation
	Does the study make a significant contribution toward advancing knowledge in the field? Is there academic relevance? How does the study compare with the existing body of research? 

	Viability of the project
	Is there the potential for strong and enduring partnerships with the implementing partner(s)? Are there any logistical or political obstacles that might threaten the completion of the study, for example, government authorization or Human Subjects review?

	Policy Implications
	Could results from this type of study have broader implications? Is there demonstrated demand from policy makers for more/better information to influence their decisions in this area?
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