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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT AND AFFILIATIONS 
 
 2011 - Assistant Professor, Harvard Business School 
 2010 - 2011 

 
 
2012 - 
2011 - 
2011 - 

Post-Doctoral Fellow, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab, MIT Department of 
Economics 
 
Faculty Research Fellow (Public Economics), National Bureau of Economic Research 
Member, State Capabilities Programme, International Growth Centre  
Faculty Affiliate, Center for International Development, Harvard University 
 

 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 Harvard University, PhD in Economics (2010) 
 Harvard University, MA in Economics (2007) 
 Graduate Institute for International Studies, Geneva, MA in International Economics (2003) 
 Graduate Institute for International Studies, Geneva, BA in International Relations (2001) 
 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Teaching 
 The Entrepreneurial Manager, Harvard Business School required MBA course, 2012- 2013 

Quantitative Evaluations for Development, ETH Zurich, joint with Prof. I. Guenther, 2010 
 

Teaching Assistance and Advising 
 How Do We Fight Poverty?, Harvard Economics Department, TF for Prof. A. Alesina, 2007 
 Topics in Development Economics, Harvard Economics Department, TF for Prof. M. Kremer, 2006 

Senior Thesis Advisor, Harvard Economics Department, 2006-2007 
 Undergraduate Study Advisor, Harvard Economics Department, 2005-2007 

 
 
RESEARCH  
 
Working Papers 
 
 Under-Savers Anonymous : Evidence on Self-Help Groups and Peer Pressure as a Savings Commitment 

Device (with Felipe Kast and Stephan Meier) NBER Working Paper w18417, HBS Working Paper 12-
060 
 
No Taxation Without Information: Deterrence and Self-Enforcement in the Value Added Tax 
 
Savings as Insurance: Evidence from a Randomized Field Experiment among Low-Income Micro-
Entrepreneurs in Chile (with Ronald Abraham and Felipe Kast) 
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Research in Progress 
 

Improving Audit Strategies through Randomized Enforcement Messages: Methodology and Application in 
Chile (with Cristobal Marshall) 
 
Tax Me If You Can: Information Cross-Checks and Evasion Substitution (with Paul Carrillo and Monica 
Singhal) 
 

 
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
 
 2012 - 

2011-2012 
Co-organizer, HBS Entrepreneurship Unit Seminar 
Coordinator, Harvard Development Faculty Brown Bag Meetings and Faculty Retreats 

 2006-2012 Co-founder, “Swiss Economists Abroad”, organized 7 annual conferences 
 2006-2008 Coordinator, Harvard Development Student Lunch  
 2005-2007  

 
Refereeing 

Co-founder, Academic Development Committee, Harvard Economics Department  
 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of Public 
Economics, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of the European Economic Association, 
American Economic Journal : Economic Policy, B.E. Journal of Economic Analysis & 
Policy, Econometrica 
 
 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
 2012 

 
 
 
 
2011 

World Bank, Center for Global Development, International Growth Week (LSE), NBER 
Household Finance Group Meeting (discussant), Columbia University Tax Policy 
Colloquium, National Tax Association, NEUDC conference (Dartmouth), 7th Conference 
of Swiss Economists Abroad (Luzern) 
 
Institute for International Economic Studies (IIES) Stockholm, CREI Barcelona, Sciences 
Po Paris, Toulouse School of Economics, Bocconi Milan, Harvard Business School, 
Chicago Booth, Wharton, Center for Global Development, George Washington University, 
Columbia Business School, CEMFI Madrid, University of Lausanne, Chilean Tax 
Administration, Ecuadorian Tax Administration, NBER Summer Institute Economics of 
Crime Meeting, NBER Summer Institute Entrepreneurship Meeting (discussant), Harvard 
Kennedy School, Conference on Advances with Field Experiments (Chicago University), 
NBER Public Economics Meeting, National Tax Association Conference, 6th Annual 
Conference of Swiss Economists Abroad (ETH Zurich) 
 

 2010 Conference on Advances with Field Experiments (Wharton University), IDRC Conference 
on Enforcement, Evasion and Informality (University of Michigan), Universidad Católica 
(Santiago de Chile), Chilean Tax Administration, NEUDC Conference (MIT) 
 

 2009 National Tax Association Conference, NEUDC Conference (Tufts University), University 
of Mainz, 4th Annual Conference of Swiss Economists Abroad (University of Basel), 
Swiss Development Agency 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS  
  

2010-2011 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Swiss National Science Foundation  

 2009-2010 Pascucci Dissertation Fellowship 
 2008-2009 Janggen Poehn Scholarship 
 2007-2010 Doctoral Fellow, Center for International Development, Harvard University 
 2007-2008 Dissertation Fellow, Project on Justice, Welfare and Economics 
 2001-2010 Fellowship for Outstanding Performance, Swiss Study Foundation  
 
 
 
RESEARCH AND TRAVEL GRANTS 
 
 2010 Russell Sage Small Grants Program ($5,000) 
 2010 Lab for Economic Applications and Policy (LEAP) ($10,000) 
 2009 Ford Foundation ($50,000) 
 2008, 2009 Women in Public Policy Program ($10,000) 
 2008, 2009 David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies Travel Grants 
 2008 Banco Credichile ($90,000) 
 2007, 2008 Center for International Development at the Harvard Kennedy School  
 2007 Warburg Funds ($6,000) 
 2006, 2008 Harvard GSAS Research Awards  
 2005, 2007 Harvard Economics Department Travel Grants 
 
 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
 2012- 

2012- 
2011- 
2009 - 
2011 
2008-2011 

Alethia member of the Board  
Instiglio member of the Advisory Board 
IDinsight member of the Advisory Board 
TAMTAM - Together Against Malaria, Vice-president for Evaluations and Strategy,  
Ecuadorian Tax Authority, consulting on effective policy evaluations 
Chilean Tax Authority, consulting on optimizing audit strategies  

 2005-2007 
2004 
2003 

Research Assistant to Profs. M. Kremer, A. Alesina and N. Fuchs-Schündeln  
Research assistant to Prof. B.S. Frey 
Swiss Forum for Migration Studies, consulting on immigrants’ wage differentials 

 2001 Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs, consulting on Regional Development Banks 
 2001-2004 

 
Internships and part-time employment: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), Paz y Cooperación (development NGO) Madrid; Centre pour 
l’Environnement et le Développement (Cameroon); Taught courses in intercultural 
communication for National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI); Research assistant for 
the Monetary Policy and Financial Sector Reform Program 

 
 
 
LANGUAGES 
 
Spanish (fluent), French (fluent), German (native) 
 
 


