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The European Union’s platform against poverty and social exclusion proposes encouraging innovation in 
social policy, in order to develop successful solutions for post-crisis Europe. To this end, the initiative will 
rely on social experimentation to test and empirically evaluate the programs financed within the framework 
of the platform. This conference will present general principles and practicalities of running this kind of 
evaluation, as well as discussing various challenges with the participants. This kind of experimental 
evaluations relies upon random assignment of a program or policy between beneficiaries and non-
beneficiaries to ensure rigorous estimations of program impact.  

 

PROGRAM  
9:30      Coffee and registration 

10:00    Welcome and Opening Remarks  

 Evelyne Pichenot, EESC member, and Hélène Giacobino, J-PAL Europe Director  
 

10:30    The French Experimentation Fund  
 Marc Gurgand, J-PAL Europe Scientific Director, Associate Professor at Paris School of Economics 
 

10:45   Getting Parents Involved, in France  
 Marc Gurgand, J-PAL Europe Scientific Director, Associate Professor, Paris School of Economics 

Bénédicte Robert, Head of the Research and Development Dept., French Ministry of Education  
 

11:45     Information and Educational Decisions, in the United Kingdom  
 Sandra McNally, Research Fellow, Centre for Economic Performance, London School of Economics 

Sarah Westcott, Teacher at Queen Elizabeth’s School, London 
 
12:45    Lunch 
 

13:45  Counseling and Monitoring of Unemployed Workers, in the Netherlands 
Gerard van den Berg, Professor at the University of Mannheim  
Ger Homburg, Director, Regioplan Beleidsonderzoek, Amsterdam 

  

14:30  Experimental Evidence on the Nature of the Danish Employment Success  

 Michael Rosholm, Professor, University of Aarhus  
 Simon Lamech, Head of Section, National Labor Market Board 
 
15:30 Tea and coffee break 

16:00    Counseling and Job Placement for Young Graduate Job Seekers, in France  
Bruno Crépon, Professor, École Polytechnique  
Béatrice Sédillot, Deputy Head, Dept. of Research Animation, Studies and Statistics, French Ministry 
of Labor, Employment and Health 

 
17:00 - 17:15  Closing remarks 


