
 
 

USING RANDOMIZED EVALUATION TO LEARN ABOUT THE CHANGING NATURE OF WORK:  
J-PAL WORK OF THE FUTURE INITIATIVE CONVENING 

Friday, April 12, 2019 
Royal Sonesta Hotel | Cambridge, MA 

 

START  END  SESSION 

8:00am  9:00am  Breakfast and Registration 

9:00am  9:15am  Welcome from the MIT Work of the Future Task Force 

Sanjay Sarma, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

9:15am   9:30am  Introduction to J-PAL North America and the Work of the Future Initiative 

Mary Ann Bates, J-PAL North America 

9:30am  10:50am  The Changing Nature of Work in North America 

• Sarita Gupta, Jobs with Justice & Caring Across Generations 
• Lawrence Katz, Harvard University 
• Abigail Wozniak, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis 

Moderator: Emma Rackstraw, J-PAL North America   

10:50am  11:00am  Break 

11:00am  12:30pm  Preparing for the Work of the Future: A Research Agenda 

• John Horton, New York University 
• Susan Houseman, W.E. Upjohn Institute 
• Jed Kolko, Indeed 
• Matt Notowidigdo, Northwestern University 

Moderator: Vincent Quan, J-PAL North America  
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START  END  SESSION 

12:30pm  1:30pm  Lunch 

1:30pm  3:00pm  Building Effective Research-Policy Partnerships  

Employment Connections at Michigan Works! Southwest 
• Alexander Bartik, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
• Ben Damerow, Michigan Works! Southwest 
• Bryan Stuart, George Washington University 

Summer Youth Employment in Chicago 
• Evelyn Diaz, Heartland Alliance  
• Sara Heller, University of Michigan 

Moderator: Kim Dadisman, J-PAL North America  

3:00pm  3:45pm  Work of the Past, Work of the Future  
David Autor, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

3:45pm  3:55pm  Break 

3:55pm  4:45pm  Reflections on the Work of the Future 

• Julie Gehrki, Walmart Foundation 
• Damon Jones, University of Chicago 
• Lawrence Katz, Harvard University 

Moderator: Mary Ann Bates, J-PAL North America  

4:45pm  6:30pm  Reception 
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