








Adaptation 





• Policymakers paying more attention to climate change adaptation and 
mitigation 

• Many proposed solutions not backed by credible research 

• Can lead to policies that fail to achieve their objective  

• Or even harm the very people they are designed to benefit 

• We need more evidence about which policies are effective and the 
most cost-effective 

The Problem: Image of IPCC  



CEGA & J-PAL 

• Solution is learn what works in real-world 
situations 

• We do this through field experiments, which 
you’ll learn about today 

• This approach requires us to be highly 
collaborative, working with policy-makers, 
industry, etc.  

• Mention the 2 policy-makers on the program 



J-PAL has 5 regional offices based at universities around 
the world. 

CEGA is a network of networks, with collaborative links in 
Latin America, South Asia, and East Africa. 



• Identify the most critical gaps in our knowledge 

• Fund rigorous impact evaluations to help answer these questions 

• Disseminate cohesive policy lessons from evaluation results 

• Partner with policymakers to scale up policies proven to be effective 

Example: ATAI 

ATAI: Founded on recognition that small-scale farmers could have 
greater yields and higher household income if they adopted 
modern technologies… 20 year “neglect” of agriculture by aid 
agencies, with renewed interest in this millennium driven by Gates 
& other donors 
Now, over 30 new ideas being tested in the field 



History of Collaboration 

• ATAI: Founded on recognition that small-scale 
farmers could have greater yields and higher 
household income if they adopted modern 
technologies… 20 year “neglect” of agriculture 
by aid agencies, with renewed interest in this 
millennium driven by Gates & other donors 

• Now, over 30 new ideas being tested in the 
field 
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