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Yi = α1 + β1Ti +X
′
iλ1 +

∑
s

δsi1 + εi1 (1)
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Yi = α2 + β2Ai +X
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iλ2 +

∑
s

δsi2 + εi2 (2)
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Figures and Tables

Figure 1. Results of the 2012 and 2014 elections
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Source: French Ministry of the Interior
Notes: In the first round of the presidential election, the far left candidates were Philippe Poutou (Nouveau Parti Anticapitaliste) and Nathalie
Arthaud (Lutte Ouvrière). The left candidates other than François Hollande were Jean Luc Mélenchon (Front de Gauche) and Eva Joly (Europe
Ecologie les Verts). The center candidate was François Bayrou (Mouvement démocrate). The right candidate other than Nicolas Sarkozy was
Nicolas Dupont Aignan (Debout la République).
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Figure 2. Turnout at French presidential, parliamentary,
and European elections, 1958 2014
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Source: French Ministry of the Interior
Notes: French turnout rates are computed using the number of registered citizens (rather than the number of
eligible citizens) as the denominator. Turnout shown for the presidential and parliamentary elections is the average
between the turnout at the first and second rounds.
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Figure 3. Weekly progress of the campaign, by département
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Notes: These maps show the advancement of the campaign against the initial objectives set in terms of
number of doors to knock.
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Figure 4. Daily number of doors knocked in the entire
country

Notes: I plot the number of doors knocked by canvassers as reported by them on the campaign's website.
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Table 1: Canvassers' profile and feedback on the campaign (post electoral survey)

Panel A. Canvassers' profile
Age

29 or less 11.1%
30 45 23.0%
46 59 36.1%
60 and beyond 29.4%
Non response 0.5%

Responsibilities within the campaign
Volunteer 58.8%
Field organizer or head of local unit 37.1%
Département coordinator 4.2%
Non response 0.0%

Relationship to Parti Socialiste
Member for five years or more 52.0%
Member for less than five years 27.3%
Sympathiser and had previously been involved in a campaign 8.3%
Sympathiser and is involved in a campaign for the first time 12.4%
Non response

Previous field campaigning experience
Had never done door to door canvassing 43.2%
Had done door to door canvassing a few times 34.5%
Had often done door to door canvassing 22.2%
Non response 0.1%

Panel B. Involvement in the campaign
Attended a training session on door to door canvassing?

Yes 59.0%
No 41.0%
Non response

Number of door to door sessions taken part to
1 to 2 13.3%
3 to 10 48.4%
More than 10 38.2%
Non response 0.1%

Type of areas canvassed
Big cities (more than 100 000 inhabitants) 25.4%
Middle size cities (10 000 100 000) 47.2%
Rural areas (<10 000) 27.4%
Non response 0.1%

Did you (or your local unit) use the list of priority polling stations or
municipalities that was provided by the campaign?

I never heard of this list 29.1%
We did not use this list at all, or only very little 16.3%
We used this list partially 11.2%
We went to almost all the priority polling stations or cities 43.5%
Non response 0.0%

Notes : I report the responses of canvassers to an online voluntary postelectoral survey
administered during the week following the second round of the 2012 presidential election. N
= 1,972.
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Table 1 (cont.): Canvassers' profile and feedback on the campaign (post electoral survey)

Panel B. Involvement in the campaign (cont.)
Did you use the toolkits provided by the campaign?

No 33.8%
Sometimes 43.7%
Yes, most of the time 22.5%
Non response 0.0%

How much door to door canvassing did you do, compared
with other campaign activities?

I did some door to door canvassing, but mostly other activities 24.0%
I did as much door to door canvassing as other campaign activities 48.4%
I mostly did door to door canvassing 27.6%
Non response 0.0%

Were there sympathisers in your local canvassers' team?
Yes 70.7%
No 29.3%
Non response 0.0%

Did your team try to recruit sympathisers for door to door canvassing?
Yes 65.1%
No 34.9%
Non response 0.0%

Panel C. Canvassers' feedback on the campaign
Overall, what do you think of door to door canvassing?

I will not do it again 0.8%
One should do some, but not more than other campaign activities 38.5%
It is a really good technique and should be of the main campaign activities 60.8%
Non response 0.0%

If you like door to door canvassing, why so?
It is good to take part in a large and countrywide campaign activity 6.9%
It is effective 31.0%
It is fun 2.5%
It is a good way to spread the ideas and values of the left 31.3%
It is an enriching experience 27.2%
Non response 1.0%

Overall, how helpful was the support provided by
the national team and the département's team?

It was very helpful 49.3%
It was sometime helpful 48.0%
The less we see them, the better we are 2.7%
Non response

Overall, on a scale from 1 to 5 (where 1 means useless and 5 excellent)
how did you like the web platform "Toushollande Terrain"?

1 1.6%
2 7.6%
3 28.3%
4 41.4%
5 21.1%
Non response 0.0%

Notes : I report the responses of canvassers to an online voluntary postelectoral survey
administered during the week following the second round of the 2012 presidential election. N
= 1,972.
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Table 2: Summary statistics

Mean SD Mean SD
Panel A. Electoral outcomes
Randomization at precinct level 0.504 0.500 0.504 0.500 0.992 3397
Number of registered citizens 1014.3 1097.6 1133.8 1605.3 0.022 3397
Potential to win votes, PO 0.089 0.035 0.089 0.033 0.970 3397
Voter turnout, 2007 pres. election, first round 0.843 0.050 0.840 0.048 0.231 2665
Voter turnout, 2007 pres. election, second round 0.837 0.045 0.836 0.045 0.675 2665
PS vote share, 2007 pres. election, first round 0.274 0.081 0.279 0.081 0.172 2665
PS vote share, 2007 pres. election, second round 0.515 0.103 0.516 0.101 0.743 2665

Panel B. Location
Population of the municipality 68310.9 277136.8 66254.4 273841.2 0.863 3397
Region
Ile de France 0.160 0.367 0.160 0.367 0.994 3397
Champagne Ardenne 0.028 0.166 0.028 0.164 0.927 3397
Picardie 0.053 0.225 0.054 0.226 0.953 3397
Haute Normandie 0.043 0.203 0.041 0.199 0.861 3397
Centre Val de Loire 0.058 0.234 0.058 0.235 0.958 3397
Basse Normandie 0.024 0.152 0.025 0.156 0.851 3397
Bourgogne 0.039 0.193 0.039 0.193 0.999 3397
Nord Pas de Calais 0.016 0.127 0.019 0.136 0.663 3397
Lorraine 0.043 0.203 0.045 0.207 0.839 3397
Alsace 0.016 0.127 0.019 0.137 0.616 3397
Franche Comté 0.024 0.152 0.024 0.153 0.984 3397
Pays de la Loire 0.067 0.250 0.064 0.245 0.815 3397
Bretagne 0.058 0.234 0.061 0.240 0.731 3397
Poitou Charentes 0.024 0.152 0.024 0.154 0.939 3397
Aquitaine 0.045 0.206 0.044 0.204 0.927 3397
Midi Pyrénées 0.040 0.196 0.040 0.196 0.997 3397
Limousin 0.034 0.182 0.030 0.172 0.637 3397
Rhône Alpes 0.113 0.317 0.109 0.312 0.786 3397
Auvergne 0.040 0.196 0.040 0.195 0.962 3397
Languedoc Roussillon 0.046 0.210 0.046 0.209 0.992 3397
Provence Alpes Côte d'Azur 0.028 0.166 0.028 0.166 0.990 3397
Corse 0.001 0.039 0.001 0.038 0.993 3397

Panel C. Sociodemographic characteristics of the population of the municipality
Share of men 0.488 0.023 0.487 0.024 0.273 3397
Share of the population with age
0 14 0.182 0.038 0.181 0.037 0.541 3397
15 29 0.175 0.052 0.175 0.053 0.923 3397
30 44 0.196 0.034 0.195 0.032 0.810 3397
45 59 0.207 0.033 0.205 0.033 0.222 3397
60 74 0.148 0.042 0.149 0.043 0.325 3397
75 and older 0.093 0.038 0.094 0.040 0.521 3397

Within population of 15 64
Share of working population 0.726 0.052 0.723 0.054 0.185 3397
Share of unemployed (among working populatio 0.123 0.050 0.124 0.051 0.575 3397

Median income 19234.3 3850.1 19262.1 3911.2 0.870 3246

Control group Treatment group P value
Treatment
= Control

Number
of obs.

Notes : For each variable, I report the means and standard deviations in both the control group and the treatment group and indicate the
p value of the difference. The unit of observation is the unit of randomization (precinct or municipality).
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Table 3. First stage

No control
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)

Treatment 0.5652 0.5233 0.5247 0.5238 0.5241 0.5245 0.5240
(0.0137) (0.0173) (0.0172) (0.0172) (0.0173) (0.0172) (0.0172)

Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x x x x
2007 outcome controlled for Voter

turnout,
round 1

Voter
turnout,
round 2

Voter
turnout,
average

Vote
share
Royal,
round 1

Vote
share
Royal,
round 2

Vote
share
Royal,
average

Observations 3390 2660 2660 2660 2660 2660 2660
R squared 0.258 0.424 0.423 0.424 0.423 0.424 0.424
Mean in Control Group 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

With controls

Notes : The table shows first stage results from Equation [3]. The unit of observation is the unit of randomization (precinct, or
municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects. Regressions in columns 2 through 7 control for PO (proxy for the potential to win
votes) and for past outcomes, measured at the level of randomization: voter turnout or vote share obtained by Ségolène Royal
in the first round, in the second round, or averaged over both rounds of the 2007 presidential election. Additional controls
include the number of registered citizens in the precinct or municipality as well as the level and the five year change of the
following census variables: the municipality's population, the share of men, the share of different age groups (from 0 to 14;
from 15 to 29; from 30 to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74; above 75), the share of working population, and the share of
unemployed population among the working population.
Regressions controlling for past outcomes need to exclude precincts whose boundaries had changed after 2007, which explains
the lower number of observations.
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Table 4: Impact on voter turnout

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
Panel A. ITT Estimation
Treatment 0.0001 0.0008 0.0011 0.0005 0.0011 0.0008 0.0002 0.0001 0.0002

(0.0016) (0.0015) (0.0015) (0.0015) (0.0015) (0.0014) (0.0015) (0.0014) (0.0014)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660
R squared 0.000 0.328 0.410 0.000 0.255 0.326 0.000 0.328 0.405
Mean in Control Group 0.7951 0.8081 0.8081 0.8014 0.8122 0.8122 0.7983 0.8101 0.8101

Panel B. Instrumental variable estimation: "allocated to canvassers" instrumented with "treatment"
Allocated to canvassers 0.0001 0.0015 0.0021 0.0009 0.0021 0.0015 0.0004 0.0001 0.0004

(0.0029) (0.0029) (0.0028) (0.0027) (0.0028) (0.0028) (0.0027) (0.0027) (0.0026)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660

Voter turnout
First round Second round Average of first and second

rounds

Notes : Panel A shows the effect of a precinct being assigned to the treatment group (ITT results from Equation [1]). Panel B shows the effect
of a precinct being allocated to canvassers (2SLS results from Equation [2]). The unit of observation is the unit of randomization (precinct, or
municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects. Regressions in columns (2), (5), and (8) also control for PO (proxy for the potential to win votes) and
for past outcomes, measured at the level of randomization. Additional controls in columns (3), (6), and (9) include the number of registered
citizens in the precinct or municipality as well as the level and the five year change of the following census variables: the municipality's
population, the share of men, the share of different age groups (from 0 to 14; from 15 to 29; from 30 to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74;
above 75), the share of working population, and the share of unemployed population among the working population.
Regressions controlling for past outcomes need to exclude precincts whose boundaries had changed after 2007, which explains the lower
number of observations.
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Table 5: Impact on Hollande's vote share

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
Panel A. ITT Estimation
Treatment 0.0063 0.0050 0.0044 0.0048 0.0053 0.0046 0.0056 0.0049 0.0043

(0.0023) (0.0019) (0.0018) (0.0028) (0.0019) (0.0018) (0.0024) (0.0017) (0.0016)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660
R squared 0.003 0.516 0.528 0.001 0.632 0.645 0.002 0.645 0.655
Mean in Control Group 0.3157 0.2994 0.2994 0.5757 0.5597 0.5597 0.4457 0.4295 0.4295

Panel B. Instrumental variable estimation: "allocated to canvassers" instrumented with "treatment"
Allocated to canvassers 0.0112 0.0094 0.0084 0.0084 0.0099 0.0087 0.0098 0.0092 0.0081

(0.0041) (0.0036) (0.0035) (0.0050) (0.0036) (0.0035) (0.0042) (0.0031) (0.0030)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660 3390 2660 2660

Average of first and second
rounds

Hollande's vote share
First round Second round

Notes : Panel A shows the effect of a precinct being assigned to the treatment group (ITT results from Equation [1]). Panel B shows the effect
of a precinct being allocated to canvassers (2SLS results from Equation [2]). The unit of observation is the unit of randomization (precinct, or
municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects. Regressions in columns (2), (5), and (8) also control for PO (proxy for the potential to win votes) and
for past outcomes, measured at the level of randomization. Additional controls in columns (3), (6), and (9) include the number of registered
citizens in the precinct or municipality as well as the level and the five year change of the following census variables: the municipality's
population, the share of men, the share of different age groups (from 0 to 14; from 15 to 29; from 30 to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74;
above 75), the share of working population, and the share of unemployed population among the working population.
Regressions controlling for past outcomes need to exclude precincts whose boundaries had changed after 2007, which explains the lower
number of observations.
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Table 7: Impact on voter turnout at the following elections

First round Second round First round Second round
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Panel A. ITT Estimation
Treatment 0.0011 0.0008 0.0024 0.0025 0.0014

(0.0015) (0.0014) (0.0022) (0.0024) (0.0027)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x
Additional controls x x x x x
Constituency fixed effects x x
Observations 2660 2660 2660 2443 2544
R squared 0.410 0.326 0.347 0.307 0.226
Mean in Control Group 0.8081 0.8122 0.5884 0.5680 0.4457

Panel B. Instrumental variable estimation: "allocated to canvassers" instrumented with "treatment"
Allocated to canvassers 0.0021 0.0015 0.0046 0.0049 0.0026

(0.0028) (0.0028) (0.0042) (0.0046) (0.0051)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x
Control for past outcome and PO x x x x x
Additional controls x x x x x
Constituency fixed effects x x
Observations 2660 2660 2660 2443 2544

Voter turnout
2012 presidential election 2012 parliamentary elections 2014 european

elections

Notes : Panel A shows the effect of a precinct being assigned to the treatment group (ITT results from Equation [1]). Panel B
shows the effect of a precinct being allocated to canvassers (2SLS results from Equation [2]). The unit of observation is the unit
of randomization (precinct, or municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects, control for PO (proxy for the potential to win votes), past outcomes, measured at the
level of randomization, and additional controls. Additional controls include the number of registered citizens in the precinct or
municipality as well as the level and the five year change of the following census variables: the municipality's population, the
share of men, the share of different age groups (from 0 to 14; from 15 to 29; from 30 to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74; above
75), the share of working population, and the share of unemployed population among the working population. Regressions in
columns (3) and (4) also control for constituency fixed effects to account for differences in the number and identity of
competing candidates across constituencies, at the 2012 parliamentary elections.
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Table 9: Placebo Impact on voter turnout in 2007

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
Panel A. ITT Estimation
Treatment 0.0026 0.0026 0.0023 0.0005 0.0001 0.0003 0.0015 0.0011 0.0009

(0.0014) (0.0014) (0.0014) (0.0012) (0.0013) (0.0012) (0.0012) (0.0012) (0.0012)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133
R squared 0.002 0.267 0.301 0.000 0.196 0.243 0.001 0.303 0.341
Mean in Control Group 0.8428 0.8494 0.8494 0.8373 0.8432 0.8432 0.8400 0.8463 0.8463

Panel B. Instrumental variable estimation: "allocated to canvassers" instrumented with "treatment"
Allocated to canvassers 0.0048 0.0049 0.0044 0.0009 0.0001 0.0005 0.0029 0.0021 0.0017

(0.0026) (0.0028) (0.0027) (0.0023) (0.0024) (0.0024) (0.0023) (0.0023) (0.0023)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133

First round Second round Average of first and second
rounds

Voter turnout

Notes : Panel A shows the effect of a precinct being assigned to the treatment group (ITT results from Equation [1]). Panel B shows the
effect of a precinct being allocated to canvassers (2SLS results from Equation [2]). The unit of observation is the unit of randomization
(precinct, or municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects. Regressions in columns (2), (5), and (8) also control for past outcomes, measured at the
level of randomization. Additional controls in columns (3), (6), and (9) include the number of registered citizens in the precinct or
municipality, the municipality's population, the share of men, the share of different age groups (from 0 to 14; from 15 to 29; from 30
to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74; above 75), the share of working population, and the share of unemployed population among the
working population.
Regressions controlling for past outcomes need to exclude precincts whose boundaries had changed after 2002, which explains the
lower number of observations.

��



Table 10: Placebo Impact on Royal's vote share in 2007

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
Panel A. ITT Estimation
Treatment 0.0050 0.0015 0.0007 0.0009 0.0013 0.0014 0.0029 0.0002 0.0006

(0.0027) (0.0024) (0.0023) (0.0029) (0.0024) (0.0023) (0.0026) (0.0020) (0.0020)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133
R squared 0.002 0.371 0.395 0.000 0.495 0.509 0.001 0.525 0.541
Mean in Control Group 0.2740 0.2620 0.2620 0.5146 0.5056 0.5056 0.3943 0.3838 0.3838

Panel B. Instrumental variable estimation: "allocated to canvassers" instrumented with "treatment"
Allocated to canvassers 0.0093 0.0028 0.0015 0.0016 0.0025 0.0028 0.0055 0.0004 0.0011

(0.0049) (0.0045) (0.0045) (0.0054) (0.0046) (0.0046) (0.0048) (0.0039) (0.0039)
Strata fixed effects x x x x x x x x x
Control for past outcome x x x x x x
Additional controls x x x
Observations 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133 2660 2133 2133

Average of first and second
rounds

Royal's vote share
First round Second round

Notes : Panel A shows the effect of a precinct being assigned to the treatment group (ITT results from Equation [1]). Panel B shows the
effect of a precinct being allocated to canvassers (2SLS results from Equation [2]). The unit of observation is the unit of randomization
(precinct, or municipality). Robust standard errors are in parentheses.
All regressions include strata fixed effects. Regressions in columns (2), (5), and (8) also control for past outcomes, measured at the
level of randomization. Past PS vote share at the second round of the 2002 presidential election is proxied by the sum of first round
vote shares of all Left wing candidates since the PS candidate (Lionel Jospin) failed to qualify for the second round (he unexpectedly
arrived third, behind the Right and Far right candidates). Additional controls in columns (3), (6), and (9) include the number of
registered citizens in the precinct or municipality, the municipality's population, the share of men, the share of different age groups
(from 0 to 14; from 15 to 29; from 30 to 44; from 45 to 59; from 60 to 74; above 75), the share of working population, and the share of
unemployed population among the working population.
Regressions controlling for past outcomes need to exclude precincts whose boundaries had changed after 2002, which explains the
lower number of observations.
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